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Editorial 


EU threaten GSP suspension !=fifi£p#f sj*r?rf§i 1 

Bodes ill for RMG sector= ! srt<J ^ fe >sft ^st 1 


Three European Commission bodies have issued a joint letter to the Bangladesh embassy in 
Brussels last week stating that the government needs to take further steps to implement the four 
recommendations made by the ILO last year, a failure to do so would result in suspension of 
trade privileges enjoyed under the GSP.=Ts Wi"^ M ^sHRTr 

w«rn?T wt ct-Ts w atpf ^rs.^t etfTs w# w=t 

WTM 9 f>TW 9 f (TUTt ^ ^3t«f ^STIH 'SJ's ’tTCJ fe^PTpH I 

If the EU goes through with it, Bangladesh stands to lose the zero-duty access to its market and 
the impact on our principal export - RMG - would be most severe as shipments to the common 
European market would be subject to 12.5 percent duty.=#f :5 T TO fs? <i=Tt ^rtl 




riwrrr simifwra rhrrh w ^ttstito sf*fH Mtft (fttos rtw%r rn^r <p<h nsr^r r^j 
ttorcRR rirrh ^fwira ririr w rrt^ 'sttriwr cr *F»R*t m Ito rcr 1 


According to the EU, the caveat of 30 percent workers' signatures before forming a trade union is 
an impediments $tof%F ^ ofs : tto?R RtoR «o sifter rtw >5? lR5®fs ^ 

CTO 4<Flf | 

The alleged widespread harassment and violence against trade unions is another issue flagged by 
it. =ttot%t ^n? ct Iwll ftto wf rr crH> toi- &s fto?R ®m ftw?; <tsm wtft « R%RotR 

'3(f»^'S= 1RRR It I 

The government stance is that this is not entirely true, and thatmuch has changed since the Rana 
Plaza disaster and labour standards have improved considerably with the government working 
with major stakeholders including the BGMEA and international bodies like the ILO.= Iwtl 

RR41MR WTRc Rt ^5R^R TOTt CR-45t R^ff RW RR 4R?, CR^ RRf *TtWT ft’lTO RftrtR RtR i£RT R^c '3|M>S?iR>4 

RS^f, lRtoR4 4R ■SFc R® RRlRR ^?,%ftR CRR C4 RtW to RR^f RRR RRRRR aftRR RRRR ^RTSJRRS nsRR toR vitoc? 

^ toSRRR ^tRRR?tftt Rftto 5(» I 

At the end of the day, there appears to be serious gap in information between the EU and ILO on 
one side and the government and BGMEA on the other. = Rltow « ttoto if*' < 1*1 

4R toJR RtRJ ^rt«f% <? fRt CRCs RftR 4RS, toto rrrt|r NS to>RR 4R N5CS13? RIOT'S <TN% w«lt CRCs RTCR I 

While the ILO has expressed concerns over recent allegations of acts of violence and harassment 
against trade unions in its latest update in February, it is up to BGMEA and the government to 
communicate effectively to EU, precisely what changes have occurred since last year when an 
agreement was reached on ILO's recommendations. = , srrto!'s CRt^g cr^r^riIr rmr rrrRr rir ofs 

©l=TIR fill® RTtRTCR RRR^t Ts RTO , RTt l 4R'SR RpftltofR i'sRk'o R*Rt 5%R % RtftstJ CT=CR 

RR% WtRCRt ft ft Rftto 4IRI5, ^®t WIRRR1R ^FT w® « 4R to?, RRRftft «KR : ttot%r RTCR 

CRMTCRM ^RR 4Rt I 

Sitting back is not really an option here since the EU market represents 65 percent of all RMG 
exports and Bangladesh earned USD 18.68 billion over the last fiscal to EU which represents 
54.57 percent of total exports. = to ©to rrr «tm RftotR to" (?fr ^RtR to RHRRf CRts$ ttoto 
riwrrr to toft w (fttos sfiwto (D?r *r®ts?*t w Ts w esters Rt?=Tiw*t wm 4wf^=i iv.^v 

Wm ■snftR Rt ots a-8.<ta i 

There is need for urgent discussion between all the stake holders to resolve the matter.= 4? wit 
RRtRRR RR <7T? WTCRTRTRI RRt RWIR I 
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01 March 2017 ( Editorial): 

Hooliganism at RU=^tW*ftfl' fip^fiPrra I 
Bring the perpetrators to book= *rff% i 


The repeated attempts of the local unit of the ruling party to influence and obstruct the 
recruitment process at Rajshahi University (RU) is deplorable .= filth mis frah £ffera- 

'Q fra rara ^t%i ratt <p ^ i 

On numerous occasions, reportedly, leaders of the local Awami League tried to force the RU 
administration to recruit their chosen candidates. = alfowt wrprrfii, Frfen ^rra ^T%I wt-swff^h' t'i'slsl 
¥fw*trft fttfirara erraR votro sttffw tram fra cstt <k?i%i i 

In a mockery of democracy, it staged protests demanding jobs for the party faithful, and later 
burst into none other than the Vice Chancellor's office to manhandle him.= ^ w 

fra, i# rara f^s <r?j ra#=r Tftfi- fra ^ra ra ^ c*rra*f c^n^rt^s ^ ra ra 5 

’twm era c ^ fra ^ra Strait ra 5 ra 1 

Embolden by a culture of impunity that surrounds the affair, some ruling party members foiled a 
couple of recruitment tests and a viva voce in December last year.='5TsTle*rs C?RT ’ristrra ?! 

Rtrar ^wr%? rara fisg wu ra frara frah « <ir# wtfra RtRFh rafih 1 

And finally, this month, they locked the varsity's main gate. = racra ®(?TI 'sflPT f^finjlras 
sf?TR ^ <ks fff*r 1 

What is shocking is the response of the president of Rajshahi city AL, who has questioned the 
university authority's "motives" for holding the recruitment exams in the first place. = WWcra (R 5 
c#t <ft§ <T#f ran ^tsr^rrft m rahf%?r stiffen, «<rat fi^sffirara <pfraRt Iran 

hffWrart sfraR ^c»r*tFr^ Ira Mpw 1 

Are we to assume that from now on universities are supposed to seek the local ruling party's 
approval before starting recruitment process?= «M fi 5 wrprp rara htfi ct era 5 frah sffen 
^ra fttfirara rart ^t% rara wtra raj? 

This behaviour clearly shows some out of control ruling party men demonstrating a complete 
disregard for the rule of law. = ^ ’^ratflR rara fiiiscra rIrgss rapra 'srftjra hlraR fi|f% 
'srwR (R 5 (Rlra ra 1 

We urge the AL leadership to come down heavily on these errant party members who are giving 
the ruling party bad press. = wtrat rara (TTpp «tf® rara ra®>j WIM (R 5 

*rtf% raR rai ^rara wRft rat ^wt^R rara raj rara ra 1 


We also believe that the repetitive pattern of such incidents is indicative of a deeper malaise 
within some of the party's local units. = wtW ixiiM'Q ct ’fraTffe '5RR 5 *Rf®f feg 

^t% *rWR '5TRNR5 w^st (RpsR fe<f*Rs | 


The AL needs to remove the impunity that some of its members seem to enjoy. = ’ort'SRtfWfeR Wg 
WIT pRPgfeR CT ^*tt cobt RTPI ^ (?f5t WRR I 

We demand that the law enforcers take stern action against those responsible for such acts of 
hooliganism in RU. = WtW CT RM RtW*rrft festfeoPRR I W?1T Ttft ^ Wt feros 

slTRtWtftRt ^>R WW Sfc'f WR5 I 


02 March 2017 ( Editorial ) 

Illegal chemical factories= RFrrafef- ^rawi i 
A disaster waiting to happen= FPWi Ritra w.wra i 


(Flammable chemicals are stored and sold from the ground floor of buildings in Old Dhaka.= 

’Jstffi TWtTl 4R Pit>vo«1tn WfelT^J ‘TbTWfeF Wt ^ ^ 4W (PlPP CT'SM Wt ^ l) 

The sheer number of risky, illegal chemical factories in Old Dhaka has turned the place into a 
ticking time bomb.= ’JsflR iWtn WKtRR Iwp WlJt wtnPt^F #<p ^ 

<Wtn <ra cwr^ i 

As per a report in a leading Bangla daily, of the 25,000 chemical warehouses in Old Dhaka, 
15,000 are located in residential buildings, and 22,000 are illegal. = Oi£*R ^ 2 f»RT[# Riwra i£R# 

effeWT ^Tlft ’JsflR TWR $(t,ooo RtRWfep TOIJ i(t,ooo 'a|Hlfa4 fefe 4 ^<l%> WR ip,oo t 

WR*l I 

According to an official of the Fire Service and Civil Defence, only two percent of chemical 
godowns have permits, and the rest of the 98 percent are operating without license from the City 
Corporation. = WlR RtfeR fefet few 4R 44 4feWR R^,RtRWfep WRSCRR RtR R? *M?J*R 
'SRJfRtRR WtT^, Rtfe S>V KR fet ^^TlRRpR iRRRR Wt I 

These numbers are shocking and disturbing to say the least. =R7RW 4Rt <i°ic x ® COIR'S 4? RsRjfth 
^fe*R 4§RR4 R°<^< I 

Only last month, three people died in a fire in a plastics warehouse in Islambagh, and a fire broke 
out in the PVC unit storing large amounts of chemicals in a footwear factory in Jatrabari. = RtR 



Rw RtIR ^RRlRlRttR ?I11 r5c<M WfcR Wt'SR CRtR ^RtWtRtft <W ^[W|R RRRRRtR ftfelR *ftRm R^s RR3 RHt 2f]R 
Rfoffi imfe 'Sft'SR CRIR j^>*i'Sj>i RRR RlRt CRR I 


It seems that we have learnt nothing from past tragedies. = ^RRWtR 4? RRR%RTR 'StRT CRtR vr?^j ^ ^ 
wifasR (RRRlRlRW R®Rt'$CRt CRtRs WlRRt tRRtW ”ft^ I 

The glaring lack of effective measures by concerned authorities to remove illegal chemical 
warehouses from the area and to stop these from proliferating is all the more unacceptable in 
light of previous catastrophes such as the Nimtoli fire incident of 2010 that killed more than 100 
people and left hundreds injured.= iobo rRrr w^wim boo ©tc-uR (RT*i rRirr itir? rwrrti 

rrtrr wir® rw Irrw wRt RmmR 4^rr c«tw rr-rIrw 'SRr rrtf® RiRTffli 

Rf rrtw riW§ r^rcrr wr%r "Rg w®t £RR crirt rr i 

While the Industries Minister's recent statement on the government's plan to shift all chemical 
and plastic factories outside Dhaka is reassuring, we urge the authorities to make good on their 

word.=CT^ rr RtRtRlRw 's zrtl^ wrrri rwr rtIr rIrcr 1rtw rwkrr rIrwrr rurtcr 1% Rita 
rrsI^r; wrj wit wit wtRRt r^rrrrj wh^r rncw ^rr wRft i 

This will require coordination among various entities, including City Corporation, Fire Service 
and Department of Explosives. =4? WRT ft® RRiRtCRRR, RRRlR RtfsR 'S IrtrRrr IrwURr rw iRfsR R^ffR RCRl 
RRRIRR SRRRR^R I 

Responsible authorities cannot continue to turn a blind eye to these illegal businesses and must 
beware of the impending disasters R^RR 5 RTRRt 'SCRt R^RR Rt WRtR wR rrr RtfRlR 

(RtW RlRRRRt WRR CR WtRR iRRRR R^r¥ ^TRRit RCb'iiR ^5 RJR I 


03 March 201 7 ( Editorial ) 

Kunio Hoshi killing verdict= R#3 C5J1r R<rr RtR I 
An example of timely justice= RRR RW RJiRiRblIRR <RR® T§T® l 

In an exemplary show of timely disposal of a case, a Rangpur court on February 28 awarded 
death penalties to five militants who were involved in the killing of Kunio Hoshi in 2015, a 
Japanese national who had been living in Bangladesh.= 

RRRRW 4R® RtRRtR lR~Rl%R 4R i^tt^RR 2R*f% RW iobfr RRR R?Rf5w RkRlRRR*! RRRtRRRft WtR# WT#lRWt 
RiRbR RRRRt# R^'S <3}lRR 1JRR RRR wfisW Rfb CR Rr CRRRtlR RlRlRR 4R WRtRW 2RR RRR | 

Kunio was the second foreigner in Bangladesh to be killed in the same week.= RRR RSF^ ^R 
R3%UlR RW RllRftRt*! ^0 <3}1r %RR 1R£R% RRlRR | 



The murders had created a sense of panic and insecurity, especially among foreigners, in a 
country that is known for its acceptance or diversity. = (ftt Oftf 'aft sftftfttftft -s ftffta<pft<t ftp®, 
(ftt 4t ff ftflftft®! 'Q ftft Oft ftlft I 


As the trial judge has declared, the murder of Hoshi was a bid to destabilise the country and instil 
communal hatred based on a perverse interpretation of religion. =4? TWOft Kibrn- ft ft fti 

(ftlftJ 'ft % Grftft 4^1® ftftft 'Q ftftjtftft ftfttft ftftftTi1?R5 ^Jft ^ft Oftft 4ft £|ftft ftftftTf | 

However, the subsequent arrest of the guilty and the resolution of the case is a laudable 
accomplishment of the law enforcement agencies and the judiciary.= fttrftft ft ■ftftff Oft 

CSfftaft 4ft?fttftftft SKftNfttfl ft?ft 'Q fttftftftftffkft 4ft§ ftftPft I 

We applaud the administration in their drive to root out militancy; surely this brings a much 
awaited sense of relief, trust and security for the foreigners who choose to live or work in 
Bangladesh.=ftTftt ftw ftft*lftft ft®ft ft®, 4ft ft?ftOft*f ftft ftftp® t'fft 

Oft ftft ®1%®®!lft 2|f®fft® ^1%,1ftftft 'Q Iftftftst ftft ftftt I 

We however feel it necessary to mention that a coordinated role of the security and intelligence 
forces is required to curb the problem at its roots. = ftto^ft 5 ftTftt 4 ft ftftft eftftSR Cftft ft® ft 
ftftftt'stftft ftfft ftft ®fttftat 4ft?. cftiftft ftt®% ftft®® f&ftt i 

The initial reluctance of the government to accept that there was indeed growing militancy in the 
country, with almost certain foreign ideological links if not sponsorship, instead of assuring the 
citizens, showed a lack of judiciousness in dealing with the issues.=W ? ftftft ftrilft 

ct ftft ftf%® ftftftft ^kriftftft^ 9 itf^r 4t ®ftfft sft'f ftft^a 

ftftftifti ftft^ft fftftft cftfuftft 4? ftftft ftRbift-st ftftft cftM ftafttftft ®®ftft 4®kft oft i 

We await a similar disposal of the other cases of militancy under investigation in a prioritised, 
swift and deliberate fashion. =4ftt> ftft®fttftflft, cftftft « ftgft ftfe 

ftftft'Stftft ftft fttftt Wtftftf ftft fttfl I 

We are surely on the right track to gain back lost confidence^ ftriftt ®f%®®tlft ftfttftt ®Tf®[®ftft 
Iftifft 'srftft ft®ft i 
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04 March 201 7 ( Editorial ) 


A welcome move by the HC='?t l tlR 5 ld>R <4R# ?bt® rrwR i 

Bring accountability to the banking sector=R3t°fe° Rlt® RlRRWt WR^R i 

The High Court's order to the governor of the Bangladesh Bank (BB), to submit a list of business 
entities and individuals whose loans were waived until December 31 last year, is welcome. = R® 
fcr^R cw <ii<iRif]<t> 's RifeR rn rri ®feR ^r# Rfertw’R 

RTtllRR TaRTRR lRW*f TtR®R I 

The court also sought information on whether the same organisations and individuals were given 
any new loans and asked the secretaries to the ministries of finance and law and the BB governor 
to explain why the Bank Companies Act 1991 provision, which authorises the central bank to 
exempt anybody from loans, should not be declared unconstitutional^ CRfT", 4R? <s WeRR 

RfR ®ftR CRlR RN CRRt RClfef feRf CRt ®«tJ'S WtRt® 4Rl^< 'Q Wt^R WlMtRR 'S RtlRfefe RTRtRR 

sfaRTRR RRt^ RRlRt RN R'SfW ikki RfeTR RTtlRs CRT*#! ®!ttR C^R «PffdRRtlRRs RJRRl ®1R RTtRJt CKR WtlR 
| 

The banking sector for long has suffered because of the issuance of questionable loans, leading 
to defaulted loans skyrocketing.= CR=TffR RWR ^TRsfflJjft oiNk®!) fi®fif® RIiRr RRRCR RTkfes 

R1® 'ftRlRR RCR I 

Those responsible for approving the loans, however, were mostly not held accountable, perhaps 
because of the politicisation of the sector.=RT?WR\ 4 ? Rr®fcp R[efC|h®^l<r-<i <: i rrR rRrcr^ R¥R® RfRf 
RN 'SSRtR ^MRIRR WRJ Rtfl % ®TCRR £r#R® IRC® RtRJ %RT I 

Even the finance minister, for example, said in Parliament that some individuals responsible for 
approving dubious loans were, indeed, being backed by members of his own party. = ^RRlR 5 SrIsrR 
WR R <IM%=1R CT RfefRR 5 ’IW RWWR RN'SC'Rl ®I*^CRRW Rift fef Rife ®tR fejSR R%I 

WITCRR RtRt RlRRMt® I 

Not only does the absence of accountability set bad examples, but it also creates an environment 
of impunity where people are increasingly encouraged to approve loans, even when chances of 
repayment are slim. = RlRRWtR (RRR wa® irfRR rrrrI, ( fifth RlRRfsR <4RR <4R# RlRiR*f'S £®1 r 

RSCR CRRTCR RHR RN ®l*iCRlRCR R^RRRtR ®KR ^sftfe® RR,^RR 1% RRR RN RfeTRkRR ^CRW RUrs , 

On the flipside, defaulters too are encouraged and it is the taxpayers who are left holding the bill 
as the government continually provides banks with bailouts, instead of holding them accountable 
for failing to do their ’due diligence'.= RN CR=TtfRRf3 ^RRlfe® rr 4R? mcr® rrrRr ^rIRwKr 



^tN%i ^®tcR c^ Rft rut ■=#^' ^55 kR ^wt^f wft«M'8 Ika 

CRt <nr c^tt TR 1 


This politicisation of the banking sector must end. And the High Court's order, seeking some 
form of accountability from the regulators, is a good first step towards achieving that .= 

^tC®<J ¥l'S^)f®<MC e f Rt1$ ttRT® 1^ 4St WR RR RtTRWt WRR CRR tt 

<Rtk% kR% £f«R RR ^ $RJM I 

05 March 201 7 ( Editorial ): 

Persecution of the Rohingya= RltR IkfFR 1 

Heed UN official's call for COI= W3 ^#*1^ k 1 ? 2f®tR Wt%aR WWlCR 1 


The United Nations rapporteur on human rights on Thursday has asked that a Commission of 
Inquiry (COI) be created to investigate Myanmar's treatment of the Rohingya. =fRMf®<rra 

Wtlk^RR RRRtfkR efkkfa CHt%r OR 2fk RrRatOR RtWCR RTtR W® RTO® R# W® a#“R (COI) 

kR<j 2f®R kRRa 1 

The UN official stated that the “systematic, structural, and institutional discrimination in policy, 
law and practice, as well as the long-standing persecution, against the Rohingya and other 
minorities in Rakhine State” calls for the COI, which is the highest-level probe body of the 
UN =wt1ka?R<j ^5fwr rr r c?rt%t 's ^rjrj or Irfr « ewtn- 

1%sR5, RirfRfT® 'Q sHfo&lPk fctw ,oat RN IkffR wtfkaiRra r# wk w® 

w® kRR stRiw^kl 1 

The UN rapporteur last month also pointed out how the government of Myanmar is incapable of 
carrying out a credible investigation and so it is imperative for the human rights council of the 
UN to act.= wtkasR sfkkR wtRt rr r Roa RaRRt rrr IrsTr IklR ws kktRtt 
«« ^ RRtlkR ^iIror 4? R-aiR rw R#t 1 

Indeed, the plight of the Rohingya has been reported widely enough, but the authorities in 
Myanmar have either denied or downplayed the extent of the persecution of the Rohingya.= 
R®R,C^$tOR *tlRtR <2|fc>RR 2R#f® ^RR,1%1 RRRN Wl^ R ttR* wfkm RStR 

wt? R Rt%t kk®R?r ■=#5rt e f c a* kRR 1 

The mounting international pressure calling for an end to the atrocities - which some have 
termed a genocide - have been largely ignored. =Rt!R 5 «iww R^sjt RR Wt^aifk® RRR -C#f 
RTtRaR WB ^Rtfk® ^RR -^5 WtWtfkp ^CR m cat 4a# Rl1$ turn ^Tt5<R 


a>R I 



The UN official has stressed the episodes of violence in 2012, 2014 and now may “amount to 
crimes against humanity.” = 4? WWt RtiRra RflsR'al ’W'% c$ffa fowic.^ iW 

i£i'sc 5 rf's rRwH Rm^ < iRrH Rc>ic<i ^rt'S^T^s; i 

On top of the structural deprivation of human rights through denial of citizenship, horrifying 
reports of murder, arson and rape have resulted in an influx of the Rohingya community into 
bordering Bangladesh (more than 69,000 since October, reportedly j.^RiR^ WT^ra RMJW 

%j%t% 'sIRxm « srirr ’rRIr® 

Tf^TfDr*! C?Tt%t Cl#=T ^sg<2RT^ %>IC<l(2|R>C<|iiH ^Ttft WtftRjJ 0?ftR5 'tstsooo 'Q C#l) | 

We hope that the UN rapporteur's call to investigate is heeded by the members of the human 
rights council. = ^ w® «rt^rtR <rr RRRtfwm ^ ’sim 

(RT^ I 

It is evident that the Myanmar authorities have failed to ensure the protection of the Rohingya 
and put an end to these human rights violations. = 451 ct RtnRRU wra <rr RrI'T®! 

^ r^r ^ <irf® Rst< i 

We urge that the UN take a firm and decisive position and put international pressure for an end 
to the atrocities. =T? « wglR ^ ^ 4t w<PTtR 45 HrR wr 

06 March 201 7 ( Editorial ): 

Extrajudicial killing= wtIR i 

It destroys public confidence= 4t wirtRrr r§ wt <\ i 

This editorial is not based on the US State Department's human rights report for 2016 but it 
validates what we have been reporting and commenting on — that the extrajudicial killings, 
arbitrary and unlawful detentions, and forced disappearances that have gone on over the years, 
pose a most significant threat to human rights in Bangladesh. = 4? ioiis r[rr 

RSKRR £|R>C<|iiOR CSf^R 4FR 

Rt WR5 KR Rf RtRRtR^R 4<J ^RJ W0 C#i ^S# WbRt CT 

£|R>C<|iR 'Q <MOR 4^t ^1^ RR<R ^ | 

Unfortunately, fingers have mostly been pointed at law enforcing agencies for these rights 
violations, and with good reasons, given the testimonies and information often provided by those 
close to the victims.= ijsfams, 4tRR RtR<TtR^R WH TFtTtra 

C#l?Pobt lRRt1*fs ^t?RR,^t?R 4t 45Rt 'SM CT ^ 'Q ^IFT^ <RR 

^7® (R^Tt RtR RRRtlwR Rti^T I 



At the same time, the administration has not been able to give any credible explanation for the 
large number of people killed under questionable circumstances, unlawful detentions, and forced 
disappearances that have been reported. =>4^ wgTCT ^ (S 5 

'oilU ^Jlfi CT'SC 5 Tt^ 2|Fic<l^*t 'S ^t W 5 ! fi’tfl^TOTffll ^TWf :5 tWl^ fit's ’’flwfil 

Oftentimes, it has gone so far as to even deny the existence of such unlawful activities, accusing 
those missing of 'hiding', while dismissing concerns regarding their safety as expressed by their 
relatives.= ^lt ' 5 n?s ixfiJt < T*ffe[ ct fits cwft^t 

wfl^m ^ Jiff'S fisTfsm ^Wt<t ^lt fits ^stTO C^ 5 

^1%^; 5ffin3T CffJTt ^ I 

Certainly the government and law enforcing agencies are responsible for law and order and 
preventing any form of terrorism. = Wf? 7 ! 'S Jiaih^tw 1 T 5 R?t ^*|j^ « «rf|yt 

srcsmtt Ti# i 

But under the guise of carrying out its duties, law enforcing agencies should not circumvent the 
rule of law or the due process of justice. = fil ’THra ^hm</I sUSM^tfl ’srftOT 

st sit’ll ^ i 

And at the same time, the government should institute inquiries into allegations of the law 
enforcing agencies crossing the line, and take appropriate action to redress the situation wherever 
necessary.= wm ^mlc^ sttjrhWft ^r^viwtf won ^ ^t ^ 

CT^itCT <45t srsm sit?ifsR CT^rtt?t srsm wu s<wst*tj 9 tfiw ! ’i ctm i 

Such practices do nothing but reduce public confidence in law enforcing agencies and the rule of 
law.= fits figt; ^ *Tt sRSt^tfl 'S Stfi ^ts^ 

i 

As such, we hope that the government will bring an end to extrajudicial killings, arbitrary and 
unlawful detentions and forced disappearances. = W^rat wP'il CT WR 

's cwitfi twtfii t^ts i 

07 March 201 7 ( Editorial ): 

Classes in school veranda != finthwra ’’ffi'ifa! 

Renovate the school immediately= wfi=TC? finthwi? i 


It is unsettling to note that classes for students of a primary school in Jhalakathi are being 
conducted on the school veranda for the last two years because of the dilapidated condition of 



their classrooms.=tof Irto to to CT *F® to to to TH4l$<l4 4Ti& «Tt«tto Ri^jmcm 

Tttoto #< %f toto ^t?re*T tototo torn Ito=i«H totto orto, i 


That this is going on after the school authority's repeated plea to the concerned department is 
simply shocking. = tosft ftoto tos toltto Ttto tot i£tsfto tof i 

On several occasions, the local officials, too, have appealed to the relevant authorities to mitigate 
the sufferings of the students. = Ri®s Tto ^Rtn W'p'sM Tto® t^Wct ftolffto to*f 

ww ^stoto wtltoto i 

It all has fallen on deaf ears. It is a shame that students in present-day Bangladesh are forced to 
take lessons in such conditions to sltoft; totlto ^g*igs> itot tott =TWtto (T TtotT Tto t*Wff%l 
Tl°=toil*l SJ^T Tto Tf*IT to? | 

Regrettably, this is fairly representative of many primary schools in the country. = ^to’ttoto to,*J 
Tto to, 1 ^ "toto CtoT toto fiftstto WT^lto to l 

We are indeed at a loss to understand how long it will take the authorities to understand that two 
years is indeed too long a time for students to make do without a classroom and to study out in 
the veranda, braving unfavourable weather condition= to tol to tow toST Tito ^to 

Uto ?rm 's to^i wfto'STt tttsit Tttotr tt <t tort toT toto torm ^ <[to® 1*ter 

totora ct tocr w tora tmtt to Ito tt twt Tto® to wttot tott i 

Must we remind the concerned officials that students can only concentrate in their studies when 
the physical space in which they are given lessons is secure and free from unnecessary 
distractions? = totot to*! toto fto® to ct ftotffTl cw <j>to to® 

to Tto OTTt Tin CT to voftto CT to Ctot to to tottol ^ ItoMT 'Q Ttto^ ^totW% 

Tier? 

Is this not the least we can ask for to build a meritocratic society? =CtoT®lflT TTfst Tto toft; It 
wttor •i'ij'ovi toto to Tf? 

We demand that the government launch an inquiry into this incident of neglect .=wtsrat toft to <T 
toW to toltoTtT? toto 4T© W® #M TTT I 

Renovations to the classrooms need to be made on an immediate basis. = toil <tw<i 

tot toW I 

Meanwhile, students have to be moved to a safer location so as to make sure their studies can go 
on uninterrupted^ toto 5 , ftotfftto CT Itoto TttolT toto fe® to<r to tor Itotif w® 

to i 



The concerned authorities should launch an investigation into the state of school structures 
across the country and renovate the unsafe ones without delay= 4#4744 4l4l0i*f4l# 144IM4 
'®c#r W44#C41T® wt4t4 W4i < 44 # w® *t%M4t 44t ^ # 441-44 iwi^ra '®c#r 

, 24 3 R4l4 4>4l #5^ I 


08 March 2017 ( Opinion): 

Rw *tw ww PF&Zfc *?W 9 /l$wi\ 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY= #^t l fe4 4# 1444 i 
Against all odds they fight= 444 Rm^ ^®T4l 4^2)14 4>14 i 

[Shaheen AnamRIltN ifRTsr)] 

On this International Women's Day, I want to remember Nasima, Dolly, Shyamoli and all those 
women who did not allow violence and discrimination to break them, but rather gave them 
strength to stand up and fight back. = WtWll44 'q lWl1%4 4tft Rwt #14 4lf44l,##' *tTt4# 'Q (,#44 

4lHo?4 '*5144 44C4 T# 41144 C4 7 #°4'®1 'Q dsl© (,4 5S 1(.'® 41G4R, 44° #44 ^rf^T®! 'Q ^®H44 C4 
4tfk4 's It® i 

In the course of our work we come across many such brave women, who, in spite of suffering the 
most horrific forms of violence such as rape, gang rape, acid attacks, stalking, sexual harassment 
etc. continue to persevere and turn their lives around. = WN1144 4441Q 4744 <44454 «iW4 

41^# 4tfl4 4#4J Tft 4l4l 44%, 4444%, 4%5 1?CT4,^®T®,Wl4 Wife 4® WBI ^4J 4N44H44 1*t4t4 ^341 
411f3 #U144 4HN #144 #444 <4# ##4 44141 #44 414 WTt4 I 

My article today is a tribute to them and all the women in Bangladesh who struggle everyday of 
their lives to make this world a better place for themselves and their families.= #414 WtWC44 4? 

#144 <# <#R 41141141414 444 4lfltl44 <# 4#4 Wt%14 4t4t #144 1%t#44 0 ^HJt4J -=#41144 W4J 
t4^SlC4 #34 4441144 41441 4C4 lpTt4 2f4lT4 ##44=® 4°5jl4 4C4 I 

Below is such a story. = %14 <444*14 ^4^ 4^ 1 

Shyamoli from Tangail faced physical and mental torture from her spouse and in-laws just after 
her marriage in 2001 .= #®%44 '*144# ^ooi 4tT4 #4 14144 14#4 414? #4 ## 0 '*T®44lfl4 (414=514 4141 
*nfH#5 0 4t4l44 %4%®144 f#t4 ^=® I 


Torture on her increased after she gave birth to a girl child, till one day she was beaten severely 
and thrown out of the house. = <44511 <414 1*f$ #41 <4414 "44 #4 #44 %4%®4 #141 (41® C4=T, #»H4 ^4#4 
4TK4 ^4 <4l*f 41444 44t ^4Tt #R#145 4t1® C4C4 <44 414 <441 #41 I 



She returned to her father's home penniless and with a child to take care of. = CR fe rcr i£|R# 
few <RRK*rtRt rrrr ww ^rw run r^cr fei ^®ir ririr Rtfe® fe ^ i 


At one point, she decided to stand up against violence and torture against women. = 4R 5 RRTCR CR 
^rtfr wr 4% Rfer®t 'Q fefeiR few rrn wwm ife® fe i 

She gradually became a strong voice on behalf of victims of violence and got involved in 
preventing child marriage, dowry, domestic violence etc. = ftet fra CR R%R®IR feRR RtftWR RW 
Rfe r4rr ^cr ^r ^RMifet^, cfeRs 'Q Rtfetfe Rfenat etfeRttra Rtra i 

She also started to participate in local shalish to ensure justice for women and over time began to 
be considered as a community leader.= CR RlfkRR £|j% RJlRfetR Iffe® R>tw *ftfeR RSRfs 

CR i£R# RraRtlRR <7# fetCR fe#® RRIR I 

Shyamoli decided to become economically self sufficient and started a small yarn/thread 
business and set up a weaving machine. = ratR# feNfe'slW ^°R n5 2 c f ^3RtR IrrR® fe WtRRW 

^[®tR RJRRt ^R 5 RHIR 'S RRR CRiRR ITfRR R>RR I 

Gradually, her business grew and she now employs ten people, earns Tk. 16,000-18,000 a month 
with a bank savings of Tk. 120, 000. = ftra ftra ®1R RTRRt RT$w RtR*R ^ R®RttR CR io ^R CRtR^ 
Rf 5 TR,i 4 o,ooo fera i£i^ rtiw RR 3 ft rtcr ^,000-^,000 tfira raR rrr 1 

She sends her little girl to school and looks forward to a better life for her child. = CR raR Wl® 
oigrg<f 1fet®rw Rtfe ®1 r r^Icrr wrj ra 5 © 7P7R ^Irgrr ^?1 crcR 1 

In Bangladesh, the picture of violence and discrimination against women is grim.= RtlRraraf 
RtftWR <2|f% R%R®t 'Q 2RROTR fe I 

Women continue to face discrimination and violence in their private and public lives. = Rife' 
®tWR RfeR® 'S W\ #<RR R%R®1 'S TrRWJR fetR ^CRt KRW I 

The Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics study in 2015 reported that 72 percent women experience 
some form of violence while 49.6 percent face physical violence by their spouse or close 
relatives. = RtlRfar*! RfeRltR RTCR® koi£ R1WR effenra ®PjRtft *B®T??T Rift 1%g fe R%R®tR fetR ^r 
WR ltfe 8&.fc Rift ®tR R^RRlfe CfeWR Rt *f©RRtfe RRWR ^Tt#RWt CRR RlRt Rtftfe fet®tRR fetR 

RR I 

Fifty-two percent (UNICEF) girls are married before the age of 17 or 18.= RtRtR fets*f (sSfeiR- ^ir 
RW) CRWR 1 ^ IflR RR iR Rt ib- R5R R'SRtR , ^CR^ I 

As per report of Ain O Salish, a total of 671 girls and women were raped and 191 were murdered 
by their husband or relatives from January 20 till November 2016.=Wf?R -s *#tr RR effeRWT ioii; 
RlWR Wfetif CRW RWRCR RRTR1® Mi W\ CRIR 'Q R%t RRTRR tfetR RCRfe i£|R?. iiii ^fR ^®tWR ^ift Rt 
R^RRllRR WlftWlR CRR RtRl tR ^R%T I 



However, this does not tell the entire story about the lives of women in Bangladesh. = RftttR 5 , ixjSt 
RtiRtwRR RtffRR >1] <i oh RtRfsf rwr R*rt RRRt i 


Today, more than ever before women are moving ahead in careers that was not thought possible 
even 20 years ago. = Wt,RfRt ##RR wo RtRtR Rt $.0 rir ^ RWt ^Hf'S rsr #RRt i 

There are now over 8,000 women in the police force and women are flying fighter jets besides 
going on Peace Missions alongside their male colleagues. =^RR RTR v,ooo 4 R ^RR Rift RffR Rift# (7® 
R5R%® 4RI RlftRt ®TRR RRR R3R# OR RHfRtfR C$ft fRRtR ^St05,Rti% IrRTR RW RHO RtO? I 

Two women successfully climbed the Himalayan peaks and our girls are making a mark in sports 
and other forms of athletics.= Rf RR=R®fCR RrIrr RRir®R jRtR <4R° WrtOR CTORt cRRhjRt « 

WOT R#RWf 1%1%RS ORRt^RtR ®fRR RRfi^ #05 I 

Labour force participation has steadily increased and besides the four million in the garment 
sector, other opportunities have opened up such as the service industry, agricultural sector etc.= 
C® RtftOR TRRlRwfCR CRt®t 1>R£5 4RI RtRpSR RO® 8 iRlRRR, WtRT RRt 1% RtO®, 

RTt®R R® WO RO® ®tRR RIRtR ROO I 

These women have not allowed patriarchal norms and beliefs to stifle their ambitions to lead 
productive and independent lives. = Riff OtfO « ^RtRRSjf #RRRtRR ROlR RR ®TRR f§^t1®«TlR <7f- 

RS'kRtR ROtR #Tfst®R5 ft# 'Q fftftR CR 5 C^stRW RORt I 

There are others who, in spite of suffering violence and abuse, have been able to turn their lives 
around.= WTtRT RRTC5 RtRt R#lO®t 'Q RlftR WfRTRtR i£|R f*TR>tR R'SRt Rtf® ®ftRR #RRR CRf® fftR 

®fRR #RR CR RtWtff® W ROTC5 I 

The question is why have discrimination and violence against women not gone down in spite of 
two powerful women being head of government for the last 25 years ?= eTsfSt RRttRt CR R® R5R 
RtR OO^tRR Rift RRRRR SfRtR R'SRt Rife'S CRR RlffRR R# R#°R'®1 ® llRRRI <P(X If? 

How come the mass population has no problem accepting the leadership of women in public 
offices, yet, are so reluctant to share power or to accept equal relationship with their female 
counterparts, be it spouse, colleague or friend? =4RtRf ®tRR Riff RtRff CRR RttR w®t ®fRf®tfR RHt® 
Rt RRlR R°r¥ SfcR RRt® 4® 'SjfR^t CRR-CRSl tC® RftR ®tR Rftf RR^ff Rl RfR RRR,®fRR «|#r WtRt® R#Rt 
CRf§ OTR #7® ^ WRCRtftR R# CRRR RRRIt Rf RfCR ®f5R RRRIt #f CRRRtR? 

The answer lies in the fact that essentially the mindset and attitude of society has not changed. = 
4R ^3R tf ■fR® (Rt Rt®TR RCRTt 1#t® CR RRftSfR RR RfRlRRs®t ® WRtlR CRRR RlRR®R ^rIr I 

The sad truth is women continue to be perceived as weak, dependent and unreliable. =1RRR R®T 
45ft CR RW ^RtRf RlffRR CR ^RR,lR»R%r ® RTR RRRt KRC5 I 

They are still shackled to customs, traditions and norms that dictate what women can or cannot 
do.= Rtf # RHTT® RUR f R 5 RC'® Rt RtCR RRfC^fR Rt #RI*tR RCRft Riff ^RfRt ^#f® I 



Although educated middle class women have attained a measure of economic and social 
empowerment, yet many succumb to tradition and custom when choosing a career or life partner. 

to® tos ^rtfNrt ^ tot totot to ®ttir=j 

#tot tot: Tt tor tot wc® to 's st^rm tom \ 

For women to be truly empowered and achieve equality in private and public life, certain 
conditions have to be met simultaneously. =Ttfm mftom fts ^c® 'S mrtot® , >sr >H<ic*t 

<F<Tt® toft® I 

Most important is of course political commitment. = mftorfto toto® ' 5 R: s tJ ®Rto >i<i«>«i 


Given the policies and laws enacted during the present regime one can say that there is indeed 
political commitment at the top level. = Wto Wt® WW3 £f¥3 (RRR tilt 'S wttm m°to® 

(?ft CT (to <MG® CT W® mWttm R 2ffe|ttt %T t’ltm I 

However, the institutions responsible to push the agenda of equality forward do not function with 
accountability, transparency and sincerity. = mftcto, CT totosimt Rwra toCT •ntol tot 

^rt's^rm wv tort wmw®r, ?^®t « ^to i 

Law enforcers succumb to pressure from powerful people and allow perpetrators to go free. = 

The rape and murder of Tonu, a college student in Comilla is one such example. = <-w& 

^t# ®g<j to 's ^®rt tott toto i mt w ^c® 

CVfTt I 

Women continue to face obstacles when seeking justice. = tohtr mrtoto ibto® ^rtrr ®to RWR 

i 

From local shalish to all the way up, the system is mired in corruption and not women friendly 
causing humiliation and misery to women and their families when they go to exercise their 
fundamental right of seeking justice. = ^T%l *t#PT csltm WTO sftorisM tjffito® OTftoH 

ftto tomt ®tro cttto toto to® ®to ®w mt ®tor tom ^twc^m toto 

^msrhmm ^ tom ^ i 

Lack of safety and security in the lives of women creates obstacles to the mobility of women 
forcing them to stay away from public participation, work and even education after a certain age. 

=tom mtm mtfto tomt 's ffii ®[®m mum m ifito m^mm ’ttm mr*rm ^1t ^m, ®t rot c $ *f°r Mm 
m^ tor tot ester's ^m *to® to to i 

It poses a threat to the achievements of the SDG goals which targets achieving full gender parity 
in all social indicators by the year 2030. = ^o®o RTto "sto C® CT mtmtfsm 5 Itofttmm 
fe&R tost 'to'm toJ % Mti to W i£fst toWl I 



Lack of safety is not confined to public places, but also exists at home with prevalence of 
domestic violence being high, as per the BBS report of 2015. = tefan ^ fenfC W^rtft <ri s fa 

CT fafTsm (fat *Tt ^ tefar®te eftfafan fa 'S ttes l 

The most important factor is the attitude of society and families towards women. = WBI fa CT 
nt fafat fat <K<J fat faTt ntffa 2f1% WW 'Q fafara I 

The perception about women needs to undergo a change, from the present negative to a positive 
one.= Tiffed fatfa Wfann fafaF tfafa* fafa fafan fa fafa I 

Women should be recognised and valued for their contribution, no matter what they do. = fat 1% 
fa fat IfaHtFf fafafa falfafa '3'5pFfesfa I 

Society and families have to understand that women make crucial contribution as home-makers 
through their productive and reproductive work or as workers in the fields, factories and offices. 

= nfa 'G faw ifa fa ct ntftet fann fan fatten tetefa ntwn fa® ntefara farter tefa fat 

fa,nf ^rrcte tefa tefa tew fa,l% fafat -q tefat tew fa fat ^ '©te^te tetten fan i 

Their contribution should be evaluated, recognised and honoured. = tefa WP (7f- 'splTtnn 
fa/ftfte fes fa fa^nten tew fa i 

Violence and discrimination are symptoms, the real issue is respect, dignity and status. = n%nte « 
tew ctetn ®wf,Wfw fan fart «tte,tefte ® nwlite fate i 

Unless women are accorded equal status, discrimination and violence against them will not be 
reduced. = ntftet Wn fate nfa nt wt fa% tefa tefafa tew wte i 

Finally, the theme for International Women's Day this year is “economic empowerment of 
women in the changing world of work: Planet 50-50 by 2030.”=‘ ! ’tfa*fa^ fan ^TtWtffa Flit 
tefara Tfr wtentte fan”” fann nteten%t te?st faso ten ntten mite wtetefa tenfaw mil nfat tefan 
nten ”” 

Indeed, it is time to recognise that the world of work for women has changed. =<2T^®nw, teffan 

fafa cn nteten fafa enter #fte ante wte; nnn 1 

Planet 50-50 by 2030 will only be possible when the world is willing to recognise and value 
women's work in all its dimension, both paid and unpaid. =faso tefa fate ntft ’Jtet tefan tefat 
wnnt n^n fa nnn tent fa ntte.nte*rtte® wntetette® ten terenn tew cn fhj# >s ^nr ten 1 

The campaign call is “Be bold for Change”, calling to help forge a better working world for 
women, a more inclusive gender equal world. = ntftmn nfawn ^sn fa fa® cwtten wnr, tetegte ten fa 
w»t tefa fa fa® cteten wnj wlwfann ten? ”” tetertenn wnj ntfa ten”” 

[The writer is Executive Director, Manusher Jonno Foundations^ Ctetet®n Ctetete fajenn wnr 
te®m>*tn ^n tenlnntff Entente 1 ] 



10 March 2017 ( Editorial): 


Militants active again= %33[ W3R31 >iuhi i 

Can't afford to let our guard downs5rr3t733 3W33t1%s3 efWMt ’pc e f "31331 371% I 

We applaud the preemptive drive by police forces on Wednesday that resulted in the recovery of 
grenades, bomb making materials and cleavers.= cisic® 3IT3% 35 ^% 3T3T513T® 

wt33l 2p*f??Tt 35 R 33 313773 "®31 csJttre, C3t3l il^sfN 33^1335;, 3 s '®'8l3 nR , 33:3» w3 3573 i 

The raid on the hideout in Mirsarai, Chittagong surely brings a sigh of relief. =%lsjl733 I3373ft73 
%3773 CT133 435 "%%3 1%"“Srt3 373 Wt73 I 

This is especially so, given that the two were arrested while trying to attack a police check point 
in Comilla the day before. = %5l 1377*3 3573 4 353(33 (3,5®37377® "®T3 "31773 %3 43 s %%*t cw '"Igtk.'v 

5313533 3533 cstt 3533 733 (3s i 

Law enforcers surely deserve praise for the fact that militant attacks, which had become a 
menace last year, has gone down significantly. = "Sfl3 "31353773 %33 %373 "3f?3 %s*l7l 3t%% 7%7t 
3t1%T3,3537 75® 3^3 4? wfsf 3l37t 5»733 TiT 337 <3% ^7K373137 3J73 3%3t73 3573 CTT^, I 

However, their claim that Neo JMB and other militant groups are on the back foot should not be 
a reason for complacency. = TftTSfa 5 , "®1733 "3l%3l7 737 C®?43l3 'Q "377177 "StfscTTit "3131733 "Sf77 
431 (377 ^*13 3537 717371 I 

The audacity of the arrested Neo JMB duo to try to attack a police check point in the first place 
speaks about their efforts to regain the initiatives witsf® ^ sh 337 c^r^rsfRra 33# %%*! <375 7737% 
3t773 C5t| 353t3 T§3l4(i>l<M 773"® "®|733 ^73717137 3^7^13 773t3 357tt 3733 I 

Similarly, the attack on the prison van convoy on Monday by militants indicate that there might 
be more such groups working in collusion or otherwise. = 435%st73, 73137173 1%sf7 »TP 33733 t£73 wfa 
(33 31331 4Slt 1773% 3573 (3 43753 "37775 C7t77T73 31 "377»t73 353%® I 

It is pertinent that according to studies conducted by the Bangladesh Institute of Peace and 
Security Studies (BIPSS), the jails in the country are being used by arrested militants to preach 
their radical ideologies. = 4 i%s 2Thfo<p (3, 3l°3l73*f 31% 'S 13313531 7%7?37l7 35^% 7%5l1%® 

7l37?37l7 377®, (3733 ®73H 3# '%©3l "®1733 C3%3ffl '317% 2f5l73 37333 <MG3 I 

Containment and de-radicalisation steps are called for now to stop the further spread of their 
ideology. =5®1733 5313% %S3 3313 W37 333 'Q <%%7t7f}7733 7373P7 477 33733 Tift I 



The amount of bomb-making material that was seized - 280 packets of metal balls (each pack 
contains 100 balls) and 40 packets of explosive gel to give an example - also raises questions.= 
C4W fcft5 55Sft55^5 *tro 4515*6 4t®5 C4M4*(2|% 4515* ioo 44 455*) 'S 8 o 4515*6 Rc^p1<t<^ 
C$t 4 l555'$15rt ^41554 %G4G4 C54l5r'3 414}5 'ScJ3<t i ^ I 

Where are these mi litants obtaining these? Can anything be done to choke the supply of the 
material? = ^ 'SffesC'Tt (5*1415 ^45 45855 4Tir^?^'$'C4l 4545% Tf <p-sic x ® % 4*51 C5ff® 4115? 

The law enforcers have done a commendable job in tackling militancy; it is now time to look 
towards making sure they are deprived of all assets to inflict violence and eventually neutralise 
them fully=«rlt i T *}®4®5 4l%ft TO 4*tsi 4*151^,444 455 417R^ 5H^® 4%5^®1 55154* 

44 45145 4*41% 5t 4M15M C4C5 5 4l4^® 55 C5l%15* C45l4 51415 <44° 415C415 ^®TC45 (5* Ii>4'®(4 14%5 55515 I 


11 March 2017 ( Editorial): 

Obstructing medical services at hospitals=5l441''®1l55 #14*451 (4415 4l4t 4414 I 
This must not happen again= 451 ‘45515 5Tc® C451 ##4 55 i 

For days we witnessed medical services being hampered as intern doctors at some hospitals in 
Bogra, Sylhet and Barisal abstained from work to protest the penalising of four interns at 
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman Medical College and Hospital for assaulting a patient's relative. = 4ft4 
Hf5l^5 55515 C4fk<M <t>WCW 5t5W5 f*TO5l54 1*t54ffC4s 45* <5tft5 *5f1#5?5* ?rt5*Ri ^t5 4tC5 *ft% C55t5 
4%5tW 4 5 C54 5 f'i4 515 5®5t,l415f5 'Q 415*114 45 l4*g 5144M155 f*TO5f54 *Sf§*!5155 54l45l%5 4*t515 
5l44f®1?55 5l^J(4<lt5 5#S}^ 5^515 #4 <54415 I 

The incident which led to the interns being penalised itself was a shocker, and had brought to the 
fore once again a growing culture of violence at hospitals, followed by hospital closures or 
disruptions in delivering medical services to patients. =t*W5l54 W15450T5 '41% C4T® C5 5651 41ft C45t 
Wl414t 4*§4t54*, ^ 5651 5l44f®t4 5f 545 #15 5t C5t%45 #14*441 <441 44115 % 4#15 5144M14 4%*T®1 
5515 5444514 4lf1# <5* Wl5tC5t 44*415 41515 1515 WI4151 I 

This tendency of declaring strikes at hospitals, out of the blue, is both dangerous and disruptive.= 
^4 455 5l4‘4t*stl4 4556 4*5t5 2f54®t ’M%4*t54* 'Q 415% 4T44* #«5t I 


Doctors' strike is unacceptable. And even more unacceptable are sympathetic strikes.= '5T&I5155 
4# 5^415141 55 I 441 441515 C4#i ^ISR4l5f4T 45Hf%wf4® 4556 | 



Wild cat strikes by doctors lead to increased sufferings for ordinary people, who have no other 
option but the public hospitals to turn to for treatments - RWfS 

CRRt Sfc'f WlRt ^5t C^f (Fit TjWbt RlWfa® RtTR I 

Clearly, this endangers people's lives, something that the doctors are oath-bound to saves 
¥t RtWR <p¥R <?r #*h ^ ^ ckn <r?i i 

Yet, we have seen hospital services being suspended for a whole host of reasons over the recent 
pasts wf^rat ct T^® Rt©^ rrr '©wit'® fsf^Rt OTRt ^pr*ii 

^f® ^ctrc^ i 

And in all cases, it is the innocent patients who are, unfortunately, made to suffer. = RR rSrir 

^#tjaFcsr ^ 1 *wr ^ i 

When this becomes a regular feature, what does it say about our medical sector in general?= R*lR 
i£lt?RR R?Rt elfoftOR R^RtR <Pt <RR,®*lR Rt*tt?T c l WtRKRR f&fa«tRt Rt® R^ITR 1% RRt <RC® RttR? 

To reverse this notable decline in medical services, hospital authorities across the country must 
ensure this does not happen agains TrgRRRlR r5rT ®RR ®flRC® RlRlwRRl^t 

^tRRt®tR rSr! Rf <RR RRRtR Rt ®R iRWst IrrTR RRt® ^ I 

It is essential that all professionals working in the sector understand the importance of delivering 
timely treatment to patients, and the serious consequences that its obstruction may give rise to.= 
RRR> W3® RRR mtRtfRFR (RtflRR (R5 RRRR® fl^Rt CRRl (RRtR ©<p\«j WW ^ WSt 

^CR 1% ^ ®1R *Ml*M R^RR© <jRl® | 

12 March 2017 ( Editorial ): 

Complete disregard for road rules= RT®1R t>®il I rrr I 

Authorities can do little, if we do not learn= wtRRt RfR fest cRr> Irrr ©M WW ^R® Rt ^ ®T5£R 
R^RR 5 ifRf ®j*hj RtRlRJ fogs. <MG® RRR I 


Apicture published on the front page of this paper on March 1 1 exemplifies our utter 
carelessness and disregard for basic safety when crossing railway tracks. = bi ®[%,R 4? R&RRR ©NR 
ri®1r ©tR#f® 4R^ cr^r ri^r ©ri%apsr RRttR rrr crHrrs lRRtR©t r^rff wtrrrr wr ®iRo®R®t © ^ 
^rKrr crr i 


A train can be seen approaching over the tracks, while another picture shows a biker ducking 
under the lowered barriers in order to rush across. =4RR> 5 >I<ic® CRRt RTR ct 4R# ffiTn RtRtRR RRR RNR 



tot® ^ u ®" cirto tot^ ®rtt?rtfl' <rm ^ % 

to<w<M Rs to b®wc*t <3M m ^sto w\i *rMt % ^?rt 1 


Sadly, both the pictures are the norm, not exceptions. It would seem, as a nation, we lack the 
basic common sense to realise that such recklessness puts in danger not only oneself, but those 
around us as well .= tot toto WM tof fo0. 1 totot ^ ^ CT, 

^ *t?iwra £f^3®t ct 4<ww>t c^Kt ®m ^mtt*t?r ’totwp wl% tow 

<4®!^ '*1® CTti^Rs 7Ft*fW WMiM (/ft I 

We have frequently written editorials urging authorities to ensure strict implementation of traffic 
laws, 'stm ttlto tolwra tom sh^rm to® ^ra mrnmrn Itoift 1 

However, what they can do is limited. If people do not understand the absurdity of risking death, 
no amount of policing will help.= mlttto 5 , ®mt *i®£$ <Rm cto *pt ^ft® to mHm *T£j(.<p ^rnm 
toTfto®t c^s 7ft 'srttsrm torR <mttot tom®t ^mt® ^rmc^Tf i 

Our wilful endangering of lives goes beyond the pictures in quest ion.=4¥r5T toe® wMra #<R m 5 
t'^l^'sftm tRfW CWT CMt?r tot WWOm' W 5 2f?}fto I 

From the overloaded launches to rushing across streets instead of using foot over-bridges, too 
many lives are lost for no good reason.= 'S®m ffs? mmto *Tt ^1 mmHftm ®T®Jffto totom af^s 
m^mm wwm; tom <m?tm ^’slwbh mTam tot tom ^rm i 

We are reminded of the story of the railway staffer Badal Mia who died saving a woman and her 
five-year-old daughter from imminent death in January. = T® >toto C® ' 5 ri^=Tf 'Q ®T3 mm 

rntof wtmtm ®rtmm wltm mTto® to <mtm toff mtmm tom ^m toto wmrnt ^rfi tom to® to i 

We reiterate what we said then: if only people did not take unnecessary risks in order to save a 
few minutes, such sacrifice would not have been necessary.= WFmt ®*lm <mtt mtototm tom 
toto toft mmm mrnit® to top ®raKmrnr% to 5 tt Ito ®to*t ^ toUtop tmtom <mto anmtwm 
%rt 1 

There is little the authorities can do, if we as a people do not change our ways. = to totof 

tow tommt totomm wrm m«t mt wrt ®to tom tormi %t mmc® mim 1 

Without exceptions, without excuses, we must realise that traffic rules are not just a mere 
formality: they are there to help save lives. = <mto tolfs, ®ps[5T® to?ft tototo m 5 m^t® CT Mto 

#^f wtn ^rtou 1 



Being a few minutes late cannot be the excuse for such risks which can endanger us and others 
on the road.= R^CRR ftRtUo o# ^ 3 Rt riIrr rRrr ^® ^itc^Tt cr 61 WMM <& 'Q RMR , 4 RTtRRRR CR 
iRRRR CRRRT 1 %^® RttR I 


13 March 2017 ( Editorial): 

Question paper leaks= sfsffiat RRR I 

Take steps to stop it for good= 4th 1i?R®lR Rf RRlR RRWR Irr i 


The Education Minister on Friday blamed a section of teachers for the question paper leaks that 
have continually plagued our education system. = 'SSRtR WMW f*W RTRgt CR 5 4 ^RtRwftR 

1rrr% rcr wrt ansfRsf rIcrr rBrir wrj 4R# 1»psR5 Rtfl i 

According to him, questions are leaked and shared on social media right after they are handed 
over to teachers on exam day.= I^WRflR *i'®l«piltR, RlRRtR fRR 4*b’f4$CRt iRRRRRR Rfc® RSfstRR iJiR 5 
RRspt®" RtRtfeR RlRTCT 2f*tR4 RiCRt R=tR 'Q R^6r RR I 

Because of leaks, meritorious students, who do not want to have anything to do with leaked 
question papers have seriously lost out, over the years, to others who do, compromising the 
accreditation value of the country's educational institutions and examinations. = fifsfflai R%RR RRR, 
R^RR RR R1R CRC*R 4%&tR 'Q RfW 'SCRlR 'flu's RRKRtR CR 5 1RRR% R^tR IpTt l*TOfftRR ^RT RlRf51WtlR 
RR RTRf® %R (RlR CRR® Rt Rt'SRt CRRtft 1*WffRt I 

As questions are leaked, instead of studying, some students may simply wait to get their hands 
on leaked questions. = crc^ RRR RR,^®tt; 1%g R°RTR t*Wff ‘RsHRlRt RRlR RtRRCR crsrr r=Tr^® 
Rfc® Rt'SRtR RtlRltl RlR RlR^®t RUR I 

This seriously undermines the spirit of fairness and encourages students to commit corrupt 
practices at a very young age.= 461 rTrN<p'»Hr ?^®1R rr" (R 5 R>lR 4Ri W RRIR^ t*WfflRR 

(R5 Tjfff® wt R5RD® R>IR | 

Is it then difficult to understand why corruption is so widespread in all sectors of the society?= 
RRlWR RRW14 '^ffRR 4^® iRSiR (RR CR?! RTRf ^1 1% 4^ Rs^C'®'8 <t$)*1? 

Having known the severity of the costs, why have the authorities not taken fool proof steps to 
end this ?=4R R=IR (R ORRlR® 1>R^® RR ^®1R 'sRtR^'stR R>Rt CSRR'S 4R UtRl'5 (RR R^R^ 5 R'sVk.rMJ (RRR 
RRWR (RR Rt? 



Whatever the reasons are, they are clearly unacceptable. = 4<t Ih^Ft (Ft Wtfl ®t 

®rsr^fiFtNj/ i 

The authorities, instead of placing the blame here and there, must take responsibility and 
formulate a comprehensive strategy to bring an end to this odious practice. = 4*fttFf (FT*tttFf Gift ftt 
fl^fWFF 4<J fttwft fe®t 4^ 4t ^®IJ f fet "Sftl® %® 2HTH <J5<TC® ^ I 

This should include holding those involved accountable, regardless of who they are, and making 
examples of them .= ®ftt <FF (FThtFF ^fbst ftT fet m ^tfs® 4<t ^ ^fik 4 ^ 

felt ^t igfss, i 


14 March 2017 ( Editorial ): 

Worst humanitarian crisis since WWII= lt®ft ftt ^ ftftlfft 5 

Urgent need for concentrated global cffort=^[£[ era»H sRFTtW'f i 


It is a matter of grave concern that, according to a UN estimate, twenty million people are facing 
starvation in Yemen, South Sudan, Somalia and Nigeria. 4^f& '^fFW^tTF ?tfrffi, 

3J^,77Tb#ftt 'Q ko £hC®I^ fit 4^ «fift ^ I 

These are the conflict prone regions that have witnessed civil war, foreign invasion , a 
breakdown of civil order and the rise of militancy. = 4? 4«Tft>f ^=Tft s t (FPStFTt 

c®cs Trf'GTrf 4fti ^ftc^ i 

We are appalled that this crisis, which has been built up over a period of time, has been allowed 
to continues felt ^'Sit 4t Gitft ^ i 


Clearly, enough has not been done, as a UN official told the Security Council, that without 
immediate help, death and severe malnutrition would plague the regions for a long time. = 

Iffttrst <#Wr?I 4fpSR <infwft ^ ^rtft 4h *|%ft (Ft 4? ^TOtFTft WW C®^H ^ ft 

^ft*t ftft <1 C®1 C^.*S (FI 4^ JF® ftftftj *Tt fpsj 'S W*I 4^ ®JS(35t'StFTfG® ftff ^rsRFft WFI 


It is indeed disturbing to note that man-made disasters like war and famine continue to bleed 
nations while international politics fails to come to a consensus on how to reach a stasis in parts 
of the Middle East, Northeast Nigeria and vast swathes of Somalia.= 4th ftftt'Q KtfeH (FI (FiCF® 
®rtwt1%^ - 'st%jjsrmr, 4^ <?rNt1%rft fti%< f3ft%r®t ftra wbrm ft^o 



^ 'Q ^5 ■srm Tjwf«t mtsc^n^ wl® 35^ i 

This is degenerating into a grave humanitarian crisis due to shortage of essential supplies like 
food, water and electricity. =afc?rf®f%t *n*fj, Tift 'S ftrjj^ 33<i3l(,$3 ^ T5# 3^5 33133 3 T 3 I 335 

^sc5?r fe 5 3#® ^35 i 

This is especially so in Yemen where two-thirds of the country's population remains hungry and 
do not know where the next meal will come from. = ft ftcT3 3>C3 c*s C33T335|3 ^ 

wftrtftt ern^s ^ \®m wtt 33 T ct ^iw 3 333# 31313 ft c^wr ctw wbrc 3 i 

The situation is the same in the other three countries where without any collective and 
coordinated effort on the part of the global community thousands will simply starve to death and 
many more will die from disease.= fftf (OT'f'S I33l©t3t3 «i iWlf^ 5 W=T3 ^ 

CTC35 ftft^ 'Q >|V|fijvo gf^tr ^S\ 3f3fl3 3|Wt3 3^3 c^t 3t3t 3lS3 ^'alWC^'SM 3lt3 C3ttT I 

We urge the international community to infuse immediate aid to these four war-tom and famine 
ravaged countries. = ^ ^ ftw 'S “ftift® ffpttscrtoo 3l3t3T Ttft(?T!3 '§?3T «M 'oil'8etlfs<p 

wr <35 wr?t3 wKlt i 

Also, it is important to devise a long-term strategy to prevent further food shortages and 
outbreaks of the disease in the areas. = iri'^st'S,^ T33T3 3TC® TI3J W®t 'S C3ftT3 TftftT 3f 

33 ct wn ftrhntlft wt1wt3 mitt's 'S3^< i 

It is indeed appalling that in this era of globalisation and scientific breakthroughs, fellow human 
beings should die of hunger and shortage of food. = 4ft 3 R 33 33%®t ft33 C3 43; ft^T33 'S R«3|wa 
wnwwm ^f'Q 3H3 (35 ^31 's ^rtvfj nrc® 33 i 

The shame is on us all. The world should act immediately. = 4? ®r^ff 33(3 i ftlT3 4^ 3TI3TC3 

tRtCT 33W 3*31 ftft I 

15 March 2017 ( Editorial ): 

March 25 as Genocide Day= C*l nftTTW ft3T 13FTC3 TH3 I 

Launch campaign for international recognition= wmftiftp Ilf A =TfC®3 W3J £131331 ^3° 3>3n 1 


We are heartened by the parliament's declaration of March 25 as Genocide Day. =3tf CT ^lifter 5 
T33®ti iftR %>ic<i TMtm t??# 3 C3T33T3 wmtf #5 1 



This is to consecrate the supreme sacrifice of the valiant souls who were killed by the Pakistan 
army during our Independence War.= WWW? ritlwt^t <?Hl?l1^t? ?t?l t? (7ft 

% wttM wtw®rti:4? eff% nit? « 2pi*frii? iw*ti 43; 1??? i 

That said, it is disappointing to know that the UN is yet to recognise the killings of the occupying 
force as genocide. = 461 ?=TC® cncn c? Wlk4??? ? 5 ft? 5 ritlwtl? c?*f1?1? ?tft*ft? ^©T!? 5 ^ cn 5 ^m?tt 

nn^sit Rctc<i oti ?# 1 

Genocide is defined in Article 2 of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide (1948) as "any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in 
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group..." Newspapers of the gory days of 
1971 teem with reports of the kind of atrocities committed in Bangladesh which the UN says is 
tantamount to genocide. = ^l^ft®?? ^r??ft*l? *ft1% 'S 1%?1? ferric?? ^ ^l^ft®?? 

CT”, ^ll? 5 ® ?*1W 'SCSTt? (TJWt? ??W ?1? <n?sf 1?t*l? Wtfettlt (7F ?t ?ff?r?tft 

wtd*!? 5 ?t ^h#!? 5 w?? ???^® ^? srtw ^5? ^®t ^I'ft®? Rctc<i iMi ^rtt*!? wfs 5 

fe? 'SitTTf? 2 |F®C<|IiH ?f°=TlWC*t C? ??%®1 ?l?1&® Wtf®??C?? *f«ft®Jl? ^rejSsf ^prft? 

’t'ftSJl? I 

Even Pakistan army generals have described the motive behind their brutal actions on the night 
of 25 March 1971 and the nine months thereafter .= Ttfwtl? (TRWrftft tertlw'i ?77l? 

c*t 'Q wt? ??<n®f ?? ^rtpi? ??t?tf4® ?*t??*?n;?? ^w*tt <iwc^ i 

These are crimes that fall under the said UN article. = Wlf^Ri?? ^fH?® W'MM'SM? ' 5 R;?l 

W??t? '©cert TC® I 

It is not only a matter of numbers alone, three million, which by itself qualifies the killings as 
genocide; what matters also is the way in which the carnage was carried out, and the trauma, that 
has been left behind. =*t e ft®it ftprt? 461 cw 14*1 #?? ?T7l? %?? ??7®t?t C? 4t 

^ c? ■5rHl??5 ^rf® ^irirftTt? dfc? %? CT'sM's m \ 

And these are no less horrifying than similar atrocities of the 20th Century. =4?° 1?°*1 > i®l'5 : lc® ?6f 

in? 5 ? ^li? 5 ®!? 'src*o 461 c^t? «r?c*ft ?^ «?°<f? ?? i 

We would hope that a rigorous campaign would be launched to get UN recognition in this 
matter. = 43 1??#? ftff® ?1'S?t? W?J ?«fl?? sffl? ^c? ?i? wt??t wf*ff ?fR i 

The government should go the whole hog, reinforcing its efforts internationally to have the UN 
acknowledge this as genocide. = 46fc?> ? e f^®ll Rctic? Wt14?°t?? «TfC® ???>R?? slct>'Btc<i 5 
«rtw#?5®i^ *ife*rt14 ?s?t? wv ??^rc?? ?c® ^i ^ i 



And that we hope would put a stop to those who deny the killings as genocide.= 

^rMt <F<^ CT TrM ^ WW® fe 3 ^ 'ol Ilf's WHtn vstTO <31*1 331 I 

16 March 2017 ( Editorial ): 

Combating tc rro ri s m=>i 3 1 >i <1 1 ^ Rm^ I 

Direct communication among countries is essential= 3 T!3lW*f3J^t >i<il>iR CTMtWM 331 i 


Police heads of South Asia and neighbouring countries on Tuesday, March 14, 2017 have vowed 
to work together and exchange information in curbing terrorism and transnational crime.= 

WRl^, i8, ^lRt4 ’jfP't <4313 'Q arf%13# 0i*i ’WPRlTi 'Q <1^|fs4 <smt3 igpprftsf 

34W 3313 'Q 's^lj RR3KI3 | 

The photo shows Shahidul Hoque, inspector general of police in Bangladesh, speaking at the 
closing ceremony at Hotel Sonargaon in Dhaka on Tuesday. = Photo: Akram Hosen 

In a three-day dialogue of top police officials from 14 South Asian and neighbouring countries, 
and representatives from other organisations held recently in Dhaka, the Inspector General of 
Police rightly pointed out that police forces of countries need direct channels of communication 
for sharing real-time information for swift response to terrorist threats. = 7 rafe t»W?t i>8 It ^P%1 
'Q ^fWPT^: 'Q Rfel WW*tk33 3<sRR3*l 

oshiw aff^ai^lw ^4 *ra3 ct 3 t*r33 

>ta|l>t<tr#t ^ ^ 331 3 # aK3l$H l 

The IGP decried the cumbersome diplomatic procedures that make it extremely tough to share 
intelligence and track down terrorists. RRw*i <mg'® 'S WWW <3* 333^ w?i cwt 
fftqR><)> alferm ^rsrtWfHt 3*13*1 I 

We completely agree with the IGP's statement that establishing communication links between 
police forces of countries is crucial for tackling security threats. =0TC*13 r iW*\ 3 lR*ik's 
CTPtiwht 37331 1 %fTsf wRt® < 3 mti 3 i 3 W 37 ct 3 #i ^ R313 331 witfeRtu 

3 t^r® i 

We know that terrorism is not an isolated phenomenon but a global menace that requires the joint 
efforts of law enforcement agencies and intelligence communities of countries. =Wt33l WfR (3 
wfwp?f 4335 <333 R 33 33 33i 43# <3513 <3133331 3313 w\i <3t*l3 <413133# <3^. 's 

C7t13F3l 3 °n? 1 3 T*R^3 3 T^ attest <4l375t3 I 



We also know that Bangladesh cannot turn a blind eye to the threat of terrorism any longer, 
especially in the aftermath of the deadliest terrorist attack in the country's history that we 
witnessed last July =«rmt >45t'Q wfft ct ' 3 TT 5 rf®T firus ^ <rr 

^ ^ Tit'QTit >t<ltt>C%l Rft# ^fSHm I 

The government's strong-handed response to the attack has been impressive, as we saw a number 
of successful anti-terror raids on militant dens in the last couple of months. ^T 5 J=Tf'®C s Ti 

^ -STfua WMRtn ”1 9 bill's CRN 

« ^ Tt§ I 

However, the Bangladesh government alone cannot wipe out the scourge of terrorism from its 
soil .= 1%1, Rt^TTCRl Wla ^ CRN5 NWtNTt'CRI c<F I 

What we need is multilateral cooperation and a coherent counter-terrorism strategy in the sub- 
region. = ^ RNSRJt'f ’WWfetft C#*lN I 

A mechanism also needs to be put in place that allows for the quick passage of information.^ ca? 
RttN ffl i£R# (Rsp'H'S eHTH ^t Tiwm C#f CS vselT WlRR £|RtR ^ I 

In an era where the radicalisation of youths is accelerated by social media, direct modes of 
communication for effective intelligence-sharing among law enforcement agencies in the region 
are indispensable. = W*rR wBt pw r:*!T OTfaRtfr CFsRt CTMtWbt ^TtTO 

^1% *tt?r >i^c^ r;*it cTTc^pR ^«lj R fan cm fa&ss c^rf^lTc^rrc^m N<Tb# 

1 

1 7 March 201 7 ( Editorial ): 

Violence against women in 2016= ' 3 TTC®T Rtffa i 

Nearly three-fold increase in two years= ^ I 


A recent Brae study has found that at least 7,489 women and girls became victims of violence in 
2016. = <NJ|C<M ^ '3Tf J £l1%^5 CR4fC*Tt $,C*1C% CT N7N ^R , ’RN 5 >SR 'S WC*1 RfayRsN 

The study gets more worrying: 20 percent of the victims of violence against women are children, 
and that each day, on average, 1.7 children were victims of rape last year .= 4? *l1?PT°*IIt*T wfa<F 
<TW RtfN ^.o fa® <4^ effafat *tC® i.S f fa® WN faftsfa I 

The figures are shameful and disturbing, and paint a dismal combined picture of the numerous 
individual instances of rape, violence and sexual harassment that we see reported almost every 



day .= >ilt ®1* Br 1'ST*H<t> 'S ^ 43; -Wf, R%sT®t ^ CRtR wtfe 44# (RRRlRtTFF 

44 144® w#® t^s felt c*r®c®rt ^r tsRrt srt?r 44 rr 3 R^tfGr wttg® g # 1 1 


It has also been stated that many cases go unreported; therefore the figure of 7489 does not even 
show the full extent of the problem.= 4673 4=Tt wigs? ct «ig*h<p s|R>c<i ^c*i t&d WfGRRlTsf^ ^ 8 b-n> 43 

Rl4]#i3 43 WUB eff® R?4t 2R4*f <K4Rl I 

That there has been a sharp increase in violence against women is evident; the total number of 
cases in 2014 was 2,873. = Rtffa 44 7 rf|° 7 P®t ct ^5 Jr® gtgs (?#t ^4§,444R koi 8 rIgr 43 c45 

H®f ^,VH'S 1 

It also seems our efforts to curb domestic violence have failed; eighty-two percent of the 
violence occurred in the domestic sphere according to the study. = 451 44ttrr ct ^riI4<i lI7i<r- 
43??r®t 4^f 4RG® WlRiM 2fG5tt 4Tt< ^C?R^;43 44?R*IItR ^Ttft 43?R®14 tr* *f®t?43 4G5 *nl«<1lf«4 414^0=1 I 

Why this disturbing trend despite government and non-government efforts? Clearly there is a 
lack of implementation of law. = RWfS 'S girw# £f#§t RG§'S c^R 43 eRcf®! wrtR? ^M§43 

4*llGR RfSRtWra 45f4 RG 1 G 5 1 

We need gender sensitive institutions and quick disposal of these cases. = ®TMGiR WB frsr >jg<rI 

44&IR 'S 43 RlR=Tt'$GTtR 5 s ® 144% I 

Impunity is another factor which not only hinders justice, but also makes victims and their 
families fear filing cases. =^mt C4GP RtTP# Wt<t 4R# 4sR C #1 cw RTtnlwm <Rh CT 

1*43 ^ 44 'S 43 43313 C3 5 RlRRl'SGTt 44?^ <t 5 <5G'®'S #\® 3>G3 I 

The debate and activism has been there; what is lacking is a concerted sincere effort on the part 
of administration and the law enforcement agencies. =43 G^FGa (4513 ®r»R 3 G 3 G$ c45l RGTI 2 M 1 RR 'Q 
43R 4444ft RS^ RVlWtf 43# RR^j® Wfsfe sfcstt- Rt fe 1 t®¥ 'S R&RI4 TjG5tt RG3GI> I 

On top of speedy implementation of the laws, policy reforms towards gender sensitivity and 
education to instill respect towards women from the school level is needed .= ®ti 3 g-r 4 ® 3M3T3GR 
<4R 1%^ 3jC3l3®t f44 4>R 3R13 IfRTtRR 44fe[3 1»w G®t Rt#3 44 2|4t3l3 R3l3 RCR ftG3 ftl3 4C3*f 

3#G3 GR3t 43333 I 

Implementation and proper knowledge of the law is crucial. = 4t3iR3 RRRR w|r 3 4RIR 4®73 
'S3^4 ? f I 

We can only ask that the authorities take the Brae study seriously and work towards a country 
where women need not fear violence in every step of their lives. =4tR3l <RRR 4513 <rig® rir ct 



<& ctth ^ ^ i£r# or*! ^tk^ra ^rj ^tw ^ cqt (M*i Rtfkt 

vt&va *ttsi?r sfl^f *twtwt R%wm w w we® ntra i 


18 March 2017 ( Editorial): 

Illegal stone extraction in S ylhet=Pi c=i cC "Wra Sc'sh'i i 

Innocent labourers continue to die= FRA 2jIk<Mt dwc^ i 

Uncontrolled stone quarrying in certain areas of Sylhet District has had the most deleterious 
consequences on the environment as well as tourism in those areas, apart from costing, 
reportedly, the lives of nearly 60 labourers in the last four years. = OSRU kk§ 

«i?rt srm w\ Rfavira wtr Sgsmor 

^ q%rc*t<i ^ ^ ’RifcR w^'Q i 

In the last year alone, 20 labourers working in these quarries have been killed in landslides, and 
two more unfortunates have been added to the list on Thursdays AR '5c'sh*i <Rtra R*ra ‘^TIvrt Ara 
fSwi »5R Sflkp -srt^t AWt 

^ Rtl^rni c*in i 

In the name of stone extraction, wherever that is legally allowed, sand is also being extracted 
damaging the environment even further .= TAR Sc'shw^i lA s t'®R RtW AR AtfTQ 

Sc'sh‘1 ar i 

It is a pity that efforts to stop illegal extraction of stones in these areas have not been effectives 
TJ:tAR *4? liRW 'SATfG® WAT TAR St'Sl e 1*H TIRR TGF§t T5 2RS5T T>R%if R3 I 

There is also a question mark regarding the efficacy of the taskforce that was created several 
years ago to stop this practice following reports of indiscriminate extraction by illegal methods 
and deaths of labourers in these jobs =wAt T’ks Go IrlTTlGT TAR k'sRR « ifl? aTgs? Piwillero sifter 
^R ^TT Tfc>C<AOR fsfeOo ARA <[^<t WltT TiJr® qsR^tfl' FAR WR fe'S aRf I 

We wonder 

how many of the 393 illegal crushing machines, set up in Sylhet sadar, Companiganj, Goainghat, 
Jaintapur and Kanaighat upazilas, have been removed by the administration so far in conformity 
with the High Court order of January 2017. = WRRllT zra AFprra Go ORt AtAR ^ 

qwtn rgt taar - Ira# F^wATtlrT®, cTRltTAfc,twrTA « ^R%f5 ^tgsatR 'ofe'o f Tt«R 
«t$1 AlfTAR FGAF Wt«It Arf*R RfeHF cksi fe WARt fsl^o I 

And it has only till the end of April this year to fulfill the Court's orders. =4<A AFIgSr AR tUtA 
arg® <i%or ^iItar c*A ta% aaa %sjt cagt cwt i 



Reportedly, there is a strong syndicate that is involved in stone quarrying and in which the 
police, journalists and powerful persons are involveds'sslJH^tfl, 4? WA 

Why the reluctance on the part of the administration to disclose the findings of the Companiganj 
quarry disaster, if not to suppress unpalatable truth from coming out?= T<TW,®ra #i^[ 

(3R «rg|<j#<I5?r w C<F C5W <TWm WCTT c®t? 

The syndicate must be destroyed and the quarry workers' safety and security must be ensured by 
the authorised quarry owners. PiB»(.<pU ^ ^ c^ 5 

^ <MG'£> I 

19 March 2017 ( International Business): 

G20 yields to U.S., drops no-protectionism pledge= C<FR <rr<R'[ft®P wra Rt <t 5 -sic x ® 

%-^o m m i 

The world's top economic powers dropped a pledge to oppose trade protectionism amid 
pushback from the Trump administration, which wants trade to more clearly benefit American 
companies and workers= <?rt « 2t1$R5 (Rf*t =Tt«TR 

TINT'S 'S RtlRfifFF 

Finance ministers from the Group of 20 countries meeting in the southern German town of 
Baden-Baden issued a statement Saturday that said only that countries "are working to strengthen 
the contribution of trade" to their economies. <rR^i-<rn^i ^ wrr fe-^o R»ra 
^ wfaft ^ -CTt CS RSRR CT ”” Ht-^o ^ (RRmtt CW ^*#1% 

CS RferR WTR (s$ RRTR ^tw <M0®CS>”” 

By comparison, last year's meeting called on them to resist "all forms" of protectionism, which 
can include border tariffs and rules that keep out imports to shield domestic companies from 
competitions ^Rbfiwt^, Ts w?ra wt^<rR RRTt ” ffafs >s wtrrt 

C?IW l £RR55I %R- af RRTt ^ RR 

C<F £(j%^s <MG'® ” 

The statement from the G20 finance ministers and central bankers helps set the tone for further 
global economic co-operations % -$,o 'S c^#?t CWf 

i5<r|<i^H wkrm i 



U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, taking part in his first international meeting since 
being sworn in, sought to downplay the wording issue s^5Rtt$R RT®r? Ir^RRR ’RRRR 5 ifPFjfR 
^®R * 1 RR sfssRR rr «rtwt 1 %Rs -yfotTt ^rir Irrr 'SMcr* Tfe rirt^s cwRCfeR i 

He said that the statement needed to reflect the discussion at the current summit. "The historical 
language was not really relevant," he said..= WR iRffe CRR (R RIrIw 

%Rt”” rirr <r 35 # wra (^1: wr 4? Ir^r stfwRR R^tiRt sftRt'SR i 

"We believe in free trade: we are one of the largest markets in the world, we are one of the 
largest trading partners in the world," Mnuchin said. "Having said that, we want to re-examine 
certain agreements... And to the extent that agreements are old agreements and need to be 
renegotiated we'll consider that as well.”= %1 r RCRR, WtRRt ^ Rtf'tosjj 1^1# rsrfsRt Irit^R RWCRR 
RIRT ohJ'bR, ortRRt 'sRJ'iR ^%fR I t£) RsRf R^TtR RR l^lR ^TlIRt RIRR <R, WtRRt 

^iRffa 5 ®! ^ 5 ^ otr 'srsTR rcrt (R'mt ririiri «« < 3 R;w^ rrir srrrr rir rtr 

^£R WlRRt (R'SM'S iRCRMt R^CR CRRR I 

He said trade deals need to offer a "win-win situation.”= feR wftRt RlRR RTRifepP |>i<hb Rll=tefTR RRR 
RRtR WRt iRTR WlPt 4RRSR '5R^tt RRRT I 

Mnuchin said the administration would be looking at relationships where the U.S. was buying 
more than it could sell to its partner, and would be more aggressive in seeking enforcement of 
existing rules that would benefit U.S. workers through the Geneva-based World Trade 
Organization. The WTO operates a system of negotiated trade rules and serves as a forum for 
resolving disputes.= ^f5R R£RR ^RrIrrR sRThR CRRTCR^ ITtRCRR C5^t RRTR (RRTCR ^TRt RR RRtR 
CRR ^fWR ^R%ftR (RR RR^ 1 R& C#i RRIR RtRIR, 4RI C®ftR«t %1%R5 ^ RtfRW R?^R IrRTRR (RRR IRRR RRR 
WtWlRRRR SjlRR^CRR ®Tfc5 WRRR CT'SM RfSRtTTCR WlR ^JR I 1 r^ RtRw RJRRlfR IRRR RRR RRT^stR 4R5 
Rfe It RiRSRRt R5£R ^RllRfel RjRRlSlR 5 IrCRURR RRT^®tR# CRRRtR RcRCR RTSf RCR I 

China and European countries had pushed for a stronger affirmation of cross-border trade 
without tariffs or barriers. Ironically, China and some European states tend to intervene more 
often in private sector business than the U.S. governments §R -s ?5cr[%I GiR'SCRt RTRRt 

CR5 CRJR ^ Rt RtRt ^twlt (RRtR ^SRJ RRt ^*fRt# \W% ftR 'Q 1%g t^Rt%T <R*f WlTRlRRR 

RRRRR CR5 iRR CRR fifRt RTfeT® RTRRt RtTRt; W’t RRR® R^R RRR I 

Canada took a middle approach in the talks, urging a statement supporting free trade but not 
taking a position on specific wordings RRRt'St ^ rTR^tT cr 5 RRRr Irr ^r 5 Ir^Ir RrR r^?r rrtr R^t 
WRR^R <KR%| i%l 1 r1r% CRRR RRR CRRR WR^R (R^ iR I 


Host Germany dropped the no-protectionism pledge in the early drafting process ahead of the 
meeting, in apparent hope of not antagonizing the U.S. and then finding a substitute that would 



also uphold free trade. But attempts to include such language did not find agreement. =Wftft'® 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^rKf fe qm 

wt§ ^m 9 ^ (s$ wf% 9 k«r?r ^raH*t rf^ i£ra^ 

2fct§t (NRsft C^I^Rt I 

Trump and other critics of free trade argue that it can cause jobs, such as in the labour intensive 
manufacturing sector, to move to lower-cost countries. Proponents say technological advances, 
such as automation that replaces workers with robots, are more to blame for the loss of jobs in 
such sectors.= lit 09 ! 'S ^ht! 7 ^ >i>j!c®ilb*if ^ ^ 9 ltra- 2|WT 

5ifft « % ^ ^rtsTtf i 

Some advocates, like the International Monetary Fund, readily concede that the benefits of free 
trade have been uneven across societies, as less skilled workers lose out and the better trained 
prosper. But they argue that trade restrictions will not help those left behind by the globalized 
economy and point to better training and education as part of the answer. =«rtwt1%^ ®sj<ir.=i<i 

^r® Wfm ffot? ct ^r;*ii ^ wjd firsts <r3r^,ot5r 4 ^ 

^rtn ^rm ^ 1 1%i ^®Tat >n? ^®¥ ct, ^f^ifso® « ^?r® 

® 1*to I’tftra wR^, ^'s wtm wbrc^rf i 

Trump has already pulled the U.S. out of a proposed free trade deal with Japan and other Pacific 
Rim countries. He also has started the process to renegotiate the North American Free Trade 
Agreement with Mexico and Canada.= Hf 09 ! ^u®Fr;*!T Wt 9 !! 7 ! 'S w 7 !!! 7 !! shf® 'sr^Frbfftn 

^ c<?R^ fs^lt c^s efwTsH feR^, 1'iiW's ^ cvi&c<M 'Q ^ttwm ’TRN ^3<J WR^%m 

T^RR® ■=J 7 T:*R5 WR^R: 9 !^ 2f ferf ftaiC&H I 

Wolfgang Schaeuble, the finance minister of host country Germany, argued that it was not true 
that officials failed to find common ground. "It's completely clear we are not for protectionism. 
But it wasn't clear what one or another meant by that," he said.= Gift's Oi*f WFftfe 
Wofgang Schaeuble #h, <?fi^RR® 9 fR^ 4 ^«rr w ^ i^tt 9 riwm ct wmrt 

^T^Ttfk 5 ftwt'Saf ^ 9 IW ^ ^t¥f 1%«R^ i£H «r«T ^ I 

The G-20 is an informal forum on economic co-operation made up of 19 countries plus the 
European Union. =fst-^o - It ^fl^® 'arsft'tf^ 5 >i^wf^h®f^tft i£R# ^stsjiFs4d!1*s<p 

C¥t¥N i 

The finance ministers' meeting will pave the way for a summit of national leaders in Hamburg, 
Germany, on July 7-8. =^rSk ?r®t s-v wFffe wR®k 



Its decisions don't have the same force as an international treaty but simply depend on individual 
countries' promises to follow through on them.=^R iRRfR® rrgsr WfaSWffeR 5 jfsR R'o 1%1 wg 

Rt 'R‘p-lR c t R>RtR ^®tR ^RR ^grrRsJ*^ 1^5% R>ra I 

20 March 201 7 ( Editorial ): 

Bangladesh top denim exporter to EU= Rt°=Tfait*fR feR R'SIIrrHrr* CR*t i 

Sustain and better it= WfR Rt*(R <s wirr[ R>R5R i 

Bangladesh has overtaken China to become the largest denim supplier to the European Union 
securing 21.18 percent of the market share. = iv 1 W?*t c*Tr!r RlwfR RRR §R cr> cr^cr (Wl 

RtRtWR 4RR t^lRTTCRR RRR[^ R<JR<tl^<Mft I 

We congratulate those involved with the sector for its success and for their perseverance in the 
face of repeated setbacks. = , RRRfff% R[RfR '5Ti%R Rf«Rt ^stWR ^jrtrrTcrr R7RTCR ^ 

WRJ -nt RTF®R RftR RRlt^R 5 WtRRt 'RBr-RR WlRft I 

And we hope that the investment and the hard work put in by all concerned will only increase as 
Bangladesh establishes an even greater foothold in the international garment market, setting the 
highest standard when it comes to the quality of its product. = <4R° Rt°=Tft'i*i 4R RtiRTR RRRTO 
R1RRR I'®I'3G'® 

WtWtl^RS RtW%R RlWftR 

^f^3R #ra ^Slt ^ Rtffs 4RR filRERM RTW® RtR^CR ^3 4R RS^RfSRt CWf RR&tR ’#£^'3 

RT©Fa RtR^CR RtfR WtRRt ^TMt Rtft | 

We are certain that the performance of the denim sector will go a long way in reaching our RMG 
export goal of USD 50 billion by 2021. = WtRRt CT, 3,0^ RtRtR RSRlftR do Wm ^TtR 
rr-rIrrkrr (Rfers R^tlRR ct % <?$ wcr c^rr R5R%wt RR wfeR rrtd® 
rtrgr i 

At the same time, we hope that the fruits of success will be evenly distributed across the 
garments industry. = <4^ ^TftR ^fSt'G ^TMt RffR CT,^ RW'stR RRtR^fGR RR RttR%R t*fWR RCRJ «tRT®tfR 
RRR CRRt $,G<I I 

It goes without saying that it is the garment workers who deserve equal credit for bringing such 
success to the industry and to our country. = <45t RRTR WW RTCR>Rl CT t*lWR « wlRTUrR ORTRR >sfRT 
iWI <4RRft RR !S 1'£>t WtRlR CR^GR RIgR'VR 2|lR<Mt'3 RRlR RtGR I 



It is thus imperative that they are given the greatest support possibles *R W3? RR CT ^ Rfas 
RR5t RRT® fRCR ^ vsRRR JU# J|Wt RRtR RtR I 

Their working conditions, although better now in comparison to earlier times, still need 
improving. ='^'3 rTCrr RfcstR RfRCRR wfcRR ipTRtn wcRRift R1RRCR3 <4 R?r 1 RRt RiRt'SfR i 

Learning from the various tragedies that have hit the sector in the past, owners of garment 
factories and other high level managers must ensure safe working conditions for workers so that 
no such tragedies happen again in future. = 

RTCR%R 'al'SlOo Rt^Rt tR^R tRRlRT^lR CRtR 1%R « \stRRJU® RftR WtRtR 4RRR lRRlRf5[R R^ 
Rt Rt& %R CRRtR CRCR RftR%R R#[R5 ^3 ojRTtRT RRltRR RTR^IRR CRR CR ^5R»t3t ^RO^ WRT iRRtRR 
RfC®tR RfRCRR lRf%R RRCR R£R I 

That, we believe, will encourage even more foreign companies and countries to look towards 
Bangladesh for products, increasing our market share across the world even further. = ^rtRRt RAF! 
r1r, 4R RlRTCR RtlRfa#i RtRIR ofe WftRt wfRR CRf^RllR 'Q CRA RtlAtTMAR RIRtlRtf' ^RRtUR 
RR, RtR RtRRR WtRRt AtRt iRtA WftRt RtWtR ^ RRCR RtRR I 

And we hope that the government would do all that is necessary so that the success is sustained. 

= 4RI WtRRt ^TMT RtfA, ^ ARRRt RWtR RtAtR ARRtR AR RRTAR RtRtW% RRtRR SjRR RRA I 

The government too should recognise the quintessential role of the garments industry and, as 
such, lend its full support which can guarantee that the garment sector achieves its 
target. =RRRRRR RTCR%A t*IWR affef ^iRRtlR RtR RRt 4RI AKA%A RftR RtR ART WSfR 
RfCR RtR WRt RRRR CRRt I 

[ denim exporter - feR ( ^RRRRR CR#t ’jfRR RtRR) RRtfRRtRR 
Sustain - RWtR AtRl 
quintessential - RlR^] 

21 March 201 7 ( Editorial ): 

A roaring fcat=4RT& AWR^T/RtRt/t^T'f I 
Congratulations Bangladesh=wfen^r?i Rt?RfcRA i 

Bangladesh created history in their 100th Test by securing a four-wicket win to register their 
maiden victory over Sri Lanka and that too on Sri Lankan soil. =#R?RtA TRKR fsM°RtR All5w>$. RRR 
iRSjR IaRIIR RtlRR RflAttRA &CRG RtRR ^ RtR S^CRCt; iRSfR 4R tl^tR felt RRA I 



Bangladesh is the fourth team to win their 100th Test after Australia, West Indies and Pakistan. = 

tfeW 'S Tll4'SlW< toft GT*t fto<ft toft C5?g fc® | 

On this occasion we congratulate all the members of the cricket team and Bangladesh Cricket 
Board. = Sfw toftt fttltoftt feto toft W WIJ 'Q totoftt feto (to (ft* Wftlt i 

It was indeed a great team effort to turn in one of Bangladesh's best performances ever in 
international cricket.= ^TtWtlto &M>d3 toft Cto fttoft tototoft l#l W*ft ^ CTf® 
tottoft (7TO 4toft ^ n%i sftot % toft to to T'T i 

In recent times, the Tigers have made considerable improvement in home condition which saw 
its peak when they beat test giant England by 108 runs last October.= ftltoto fttoJCto®, 
to ftRtoftt feftt vfST toft toStCft (ft tot toft ftt*R toTC^ cto tot C#ft%r (to toft ^ 
toftm iov ntcn ton 1 

Naturally, there was an all-round expectation from the team to prove themselves in foreign 
grounds. = feto w*\ 1toc*ft tow fetcft W efto* nnft to tot ^ ton^cftn-tojft 

2(WMt I 

The win over Sri Lanka in their country is a great way to fulfill that dream. = toft to GTC*lt 
ffttsto tow torr to <pc<ft ^ tor toft 1 

Most importantly, they bounced back into this game after a timid performance in Galle and 
leveled the series. toc*lftB, to Ctortw tot to 5 ' fto €ftf°to TitCftW toto cntoTft to 'S 
to Pificsj ^tstoT folto 'toft fttn 1 

In One day and T20 formats Bangladesh has already proven its mettle. = ‘toi'to-a feto <s it -$,0 
wi# 4 totor*! twftw to ctotot toft tow 1 

The way Bangladeshi players showed their guts and heart in the longest version gives us hope for 
better performance in the future.= toto to nitoft tototot ctolfttot <n fcrej 'Q ntto cntoTt b[ 
«iftiw tont to fto ^toft toft ^tott oft 1 

It also strengthens Bangladesh's claim to be given opportunity to play more test matches. = tor 
tojcsr totoftt tor wto <$?© -sots torn totcto tot 1 


We hope the cricketing world and the ICC will pay due consideration to this. = Wfftt toll to 
feto to 'Q wfttor nfttoftt ftwcft ton tto cnto 1 



22 March 2017 ( Opinion): 


Someone else's babies=WCTT3 W i 

Illustration: Daniel Berek=1^ t f^W <: f:t^ii?Ff ««<'■( Daniel Berek) 

Rubana Huq=fMHI ^ I 

There was a time when the film industry in the subcontinent used Indo-Pak plots to create pre- 
film-release-tension-teasers to attract more audience. = ’Plfeg 

rp# WtWf WV Ttlwfa C?rf5 I 

After all, a movie wreaked with political controversy and laced with a love story was bound to 
sell more. =OTttS<j ftW 's fet c#t? few! ^twtwf® 

: 5£®t i 

Then, with time, as nations started to become more and more war-prone, on-ground 
confrontations turned more real than the films. WfTCT >iAj^ra 
^ wt fersrt^ i 

Fuelled by communal tensions, people got out of homes and fought for religion, religiosity and 
nationalistic boundaries.=F»t?m ^ csft^s ^ ^tw<t 

wm ^TpsTPr't #%l WV, ^®tW?t WlthTsHFi FF¥t<t WU I 

Somehow most of our hearts have shrunk in fear of being invaded by the “others.” =(.<k.<pH'»Ic<ir, 

'ailia»vic e t?r t*W?r wot ^li^® wwra i 

Therefore, whichever leader flaunts his or her own boundaries and ownership of identities, the 
more he or she is set to lead the nation. Narrow nationalism sells better these days. Wl,WH 
^ c^r^t wtfew ^tTwr^l *Tt ^ fiw? C&l^r 

<ijfec^ wt% i ^rs#< wt#r®r<rti?T?r c^lc^rf ^ ^ i 

The old days of Tagore dreaming of a united world, untarnished by “narrow domestic walls” are 
gone.= 7 T°^ <: f C^ff ^ CT f^t C*ft I 

Gone are the days where poets, leaders and philosophers were positioned above prejudices based 
on caste, creed, colour and religion. = <7T^ l*R'St 5 Tft'3 :3 T*ra C*N - c<p-si f W# <Ff f»fs<p 

liRT i 



Yet, at the United Nations, there are still popular voices like Angelina Jolie, warning people and 
powers against “a rising tide of nationalism masquerading (Rum*!) as patriotism”, ultimately 
leading to policies that evoke fear. = csftpRf ^ W'PM 'S 

<rcfwf >ici>'o«t wnsitRf wrilwRTt csfKwr ct 

For example, in the USA, apart from the fear and concern generated by the Potus Twitter torrent, 
there has been public pronouncement from representatives like Steve King of Iowa, who proudly 
shared an article on Twitter, offering support to the Dutch politician Geert Wilders who thrives 
on bashing Muslim immigrants .= ^Wtt§ ’ft>1 3 T(PotUS)4R 'Q ^Wf 

C^'S '5TC*1T ^t^TTR 1^5 Rs?. (Steve 

King)*7RR rw Kstra <£pi# c*tnu c#f H*t tp#r <ptfl 

'STTtt^u^l Geert Wilders) ^ Rra i 

King added that culture and demographics were their destiny and how they could not “restore” 
civilisation through “someone else’s babies. ”= R>° CT 'Q H»t RrR 

tsm rr?® « 1 

In the world of populism, nationalism sits well with the voters. =^Rw^(RlwRl%R 
wrthrsKU <r sj^r rer 1 

23 March 2017 ( Business): 

Bangabandhu satellite may be ready before time=CRR cwf RJfRf ^ 

OTT® TltR I 

Muhammad Zahidul Islam 

Bangabandhu- 1 satellite is on course for its scheduled Victory Day launch, with more than two- 
thirds of its construction work already completed. =R^fRf -i RIldbil;>7 i£|R y#?n r A Rsfk RtW 
sc*i ifli& i£i^ Ret?) Rrir RriIr'® rsrrr rgrg% 1 

“About 70 percent work of the total project is done. We can finish it before the deadline,” said 
Shahjahan Mahmood, chairman of Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission 
(BTRC).=Tt°=rfPi*f %n c i Rfr*^ ^ rrmIr ^rr^iwr^H ^ rsrt, sircar srm 

so _ac Ust?? c t rrst R’Mst iwfirat RR% RRR%rtR rmI; ^r R>tw c*tr r>cr cr=tcr RtfR 1 

The regulator is implementing the sophisticated and highly technical government project at a 
cost of Tk 2,967 crore.=R# RtR 1% RIWRR- RfSRRtf 4RI ^5 ^ sfRCWR RRst Wff 

RROoC&H CR# "Sl^rn iRWR i 



The satellite's structure is being built by a French firm — Thales Alenia Space — which it will 
deliver by November, according to the plan.=Al335f3l RRRrfff 

Ritc5RT35 33 35^1 felt ^tft wt# <3T*>rtl3 - sijrrr 3inl33i <tar” 33 Ritc5Rf35 wirrr3 

ruts Rsm 35313 i 

Officials related the project said the structure's construction is going on in full swing and it will 
be completed by October. =3^ A35153 RU3 T® WWt3l 3IR3 3i>3 35^11313 fesfN 35|w wrtscr , p3twi 33° 
451 R>*ff rcr rK 3 Ritt33 33 3C3it i 

The frame will then be sent to the US to be launched by Space Exploration Technologies 
Corporation (SpaceX), said M ah mood.=f<i1Wf3 1% 3 RRTAfe 

RtR5|R 3133,^333 lilt <3% 3t (35 >$RI (TAR 3WC?rR3^R c5wrRffipf 33:4tem 

(ttmr33>i) 33 35 RR AtiftRt rr i 

SpaceX is a private aerospace manufacturer and space transport services provider that works 
with NASA and transports cargo to the International Space Station. = (TAR33J RRPRA ktuk- 33333 
331 RRRftN RC®t3lR A133R4 133335 335® 33feTs Afe&R <315 3tRt3 RlCA 33R3 35|W 3R3 331 3l'atStlfs4 3Rt35tA 
(R5ATR 35R;3t ^AWAA 3R3 I 

A delegation of the BTRC will fly to France on March 22 to receive the ground station 
equipments Sjfe® CR>*l3 R3©t3lfe 4RA 353<Ts 1315 Wl3 1 r 3 33515 33 3H33 RR ^stfeA 3lC3 I 

The equipment will be brought to Bangladesh in the first week of April for installing them up in 
two ground stations: in Gazipur and Rangamati.= 'S 31®13# os sffes CRt*i <3 ^["333 W3J 

3t R3@ft3lfe 3%33 AAR R$!CR^ AtlRlClCA ^TRt R3 I 

The ground stations are also nearing completion, said BTRC officials. = fe15 wra R 3 WWl3t 3133 
Sfl'5'43 CRf*t3 33 ARSfS 2ft3 R^A I 

The BTRC is currently promoting the satellite programme in order to sell half its capacity. = 3? 
^OS fef 55(13 Ir RTlt53f|5 33 ^13% 133C33 ^3J RTR$3f?5 CAtSflCAA ^33133 35f®f <M(TsCR I 

“We are going to launch a high capacity satellite with 40 transponders (cafe's iRARlR ARA <m os AH3 
'S '5i3Tt3J lR33t3 CA3A 33 ot> ATC3 3333 3l)and we have decided to sell half of it,” said Mahmood.= 
Rt3T?3 3C33,' 5 TtR3t <3 RTtC53f|5 f ^RWAA 33C® 3tf^ (R# 8o 15 tt3A^t3 t3f*f§ 33515 ^5 RlR53f|5 

33° Rt33t 33 RC3% 3RS1 13331 3?3t3 felWf® 1%3f| I 

Bangabandhu-1 is expected to provide services to all South Asian countries as well as Indonesia, 
the Philippines, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, if its frequency is properly 
coordinated, according to project documents.= 23353 3[RFAR33 R33T3 3s? 3R 33 Ritc53f35 33 



RRt ^r ■=pt Rf^R 4*tutR <^'scsrtc® <tr t cwtR *tt*it < Tri*i 

lR#mrtR, '?4c>iR«t 5 T, 's ^ ctri rir ?m rtr rrt «rT*ff rri Rtn i 


Bangladesh currently meets its demand for satellite connectivity by renting bandwidth from 
foreign operators which costs the country about $14 million a year. Once launched, 
Bangabandhu-1 will save the foreign currency expenditures Rt°RTC'i*i RIK.'Ans'i; rsjrKRR 

^t%rt ’pCT 1 rrr% crr r?r crrf RTts^tR fe kr *rto5 ^ sftn i8 |viRivi*s Rtl¥R 

^TtR lR?fRf -i RTtRSRtt^ rn <4R# RtR SW’R RRRttRR ^5lR RRI5R Rf® CRt<F Rife I 

The lifespan of the satellite will be 15 years, which will allow the country to earn $1 billion by 
leasing out the transponders and another $1.5 billion by selling other services. = 4? RTld^nsT; ^ 
#rrrTr m ctrtr is- r^r ct rrr%rir rirt ^r tRRiTt^tR twtRt Ifet Rf?«Ttfe ^rtrr w i RRirr RtlR^i ^=rtR 

i.(t RRirr ^rtR i 

In November 2015, the BTRC signed a $248-million deal with Thales Alenia Space to 
manufacture and launch the country's first satellite .=CRC*fR RinfeTS felt <mc® <s ^rg® 

m Hc^c<t 1 r# w(r 1% ^8v fern ■srfRsVt ^ttgrr rrr crirr 4MlRRt c^m ^r '^rrc^f i 

24 March 201 7 ( Editorial ): 

No paediatric ICU at govt hospitals != RRfe feRMGR fsfeRTR crrr wIrRir® RiR^t i 

It is unacceptable= ^ CRR CRRtR R® rr i 

It is shocking that only one public hospital in our country is equipped with an Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) for childrens 4&T CRRRTRTRR 5 ct wtRlWR CRt*f l*lWtR t^#r« (m rtR Rt WltfR 

R#l® RRR# feRT®tR CR^RR i£R# I 

All the rest, including the largest government hospital in our country — Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital — lack this most crucial services R#'SC=T1 R^ CRC*lR RR^R RRR>tlR feRT®!R tRrR i^Iwcr 
^wet ^TR^TCsp^f'G w®fs '8R 5 '{p3 c f" crrI# crI; i 

People are thus forced to either go to private hospitals and pay astronomically high amounts to 
get such services for their children or — for those who cannot afford such high fees — simply 
hope that their child can survive without thems RlR RR/R Rfe R3fef® crc® RlRJ ^ <4Ri ®H<tR 

^RI int CRRt CRt® ^feCR tflRR RRR RRR ^RRt RtRt RR^ R3R RRIZ® RKRRt ®tRt CR^RR ^TMt (ff 
CRIR RtCR CT ®nRR « ^ (TRf CR^ RRR I 



It goes without saying that the fees charged by private hospitals, especially for ICU facilities, is 
beyond the means of most people.= 4ft RRf TtsftT CT aTfeft® : 5H , aT®tR 'Scat CT *la5 Iff (Ra %*Ta aRR 
’jlaala WU CT ^ <RR C=T©t «rf^t?»t 'SIH^ ^ aRta RtRCSlfa ^Ra RtWffela® m CRCR I 

What this also implies is that most children in our country must do without such services, even 
when their life is on the line. = 4ft Rtat 4ft'Q ^faka ca wWCRa OiC*fa wfaaaiR t*ftca^ caat ^sft; wrc® 
^®URa #RR C*Ta RpG'®" CRtC^ C‘ 5 tC=T'e | 

The situation is actually much grimmer when one considers the fact that for patients needing the 
ICU facilities, even a few minutes can be fatal. = R*lR cal^ta wisfasS CRafifi w®T3 ®ta»H,^RRft 
4R lviPld5<t WW #aR CTP5 RRR ftRsf-^lR ’lialgfo'Gf Rftjt iRRtRR RtRtaR w I 

And, of course, it already has — for how many children we do not know.=^a° "IpsFRRT 
ftfta #a?R ifra^t tt wraat 'wtit ^®ta RlaRtR r^icr wtftRt i 

Only recently, however, a one-and-a-half-year-old boy who had suffered severe head injuries in 
a road accident on February 12, died because of the delay in giving him the necessary treatment 
in an ICU as the hospital that he was initially taken to, did not have one for children. ^^RlRafaa 5 
RRia, CRgRtflaa ^®t1aca Rt«ITa 5fWsIWtH WW® Tt'STrt 4a# cm C^RT <R5 eltefftwRR <R CRat 

^ca% cat ftwra 'Srt aiagt Rt Rtasta c® fe £tcalw%i fe® c# ^3alc® 

Rtat to%r i 

Although it is essential to have ICUs for children at every government hospital, experts say that 
requests to the authorities for setting them up have continually fallen on deaf ears. = afR3 CRC*la 
filter Raaala ca<rt «rtan waft, ftcRawt rirr as^ma ^urr ^ «rtRt tt 

aaiaat ^n«f%tTr aaatft® i 

This attitude on part of the authorities is totally unacceptable. The authorities should take this up 
seriously and setup ICUs for children at every government hospital. = a^RCTR aa? (Rea 4aaa 
wtwa ca^tRZRRt; otr canta r® Ra la^-awa ftaa ttca* ^a^preanca CRat ^fik ^aiftpa war aaanla 
^rrmcr aia^t aart i 

25 March 201 7 ( Editorial ): 

London attack=R$tR I 

A new mode of terror perpetration?=4& ft Rirft aaaftaiiaa aipr 4a awt ? 

Our sympathies are with those that have been killed and injured in the attack on the Westminster 
Bridge and Palace of Westminster ground. =Rwa waft laPa^ia fte? « RtRtw% ®awa Riaca ara=rta 
atat wft® « ft^s acpa Rtwa war amaa aacaaat ata i 



The London terrorist attack, that has so far killed five people and injured nearly forty, proves 
once again that no one can feel out of reach of the terrorists, more so when there is a palpably 
new mode of perpetrating attacks, as one can see from the Brussels and now the London 
attack =mra am# mama amga a®a a maa fern « erta 80 apja mfe maw, wt fen mtatcat wma sfe 

mmm CT anwt ^®a mata ^ma (?it mat wi# caa cmatwtata mtca,ma era cm caf*t «tma ca ^fit am# 

rnamwa ^m rjr mat-calf mcam >aa mam « ^rnt wwa ^t wt era? ca aaw Ttw i 

These two incidents in recent times, demonstrate the 'lone wolf attacks where a single motivated 
person, like in London or a handful like Brussels, with or without any organic link with any 
international terror group, can inflict great damage, both psychological and physical, in a very 
crude manner .= ^rralww 4t # fen wm mam w t mca caatm few am mama emta 

mtwtfmm a^# cmita m«i mtafetm a?awt man m awta mfemma acmt wwa Fra etwtfe afe atalam « ^rrftiw 
fea aawa atatmtm a# wmt maw mca- at almft la mawa w mtaaa / firsts 1 

That is a lesson we should take from this incident. The attack has not only killed - thankfully the 
number of dead in London is not large, the purpose was to also impose a sense of terror and 
benumb a city.= ^ mam caw mtatwa fen cam 1 cfetmtmca mra ^jja afet ta caf*t aa- mw ^ mam 
warn m^a mmta Arrant am ma la aa?, <umff aacaa aim mww mstwta feran « aacaa ana w mata Strati am 
mafe 1 

And a lesson that we can take from London is that the attack, shocking as it might be, has not 
created any disorder in the life of the Londoners. = 4a° mswa mam caw at femt law Rtfa, fe mam asff 
wammam mrs mca,mfe| mswa mfaafe cna #am tm^mrt maw meala 1 

The attack also highlights the fact, and which we in this country should assimilate, is that 
although there is no 100 percent guarantee against such attacks and neither can those be foretold, 
the damage can be minimised with heightened level of alertness and quick-response 
preparedness by the security forces. = mam meat sffm ansam w fei mca m 4? wna ana fetca cam 
ca ala^ aama mama anatw wmn Ifeam cam mam m mmm mlaas.mf's mat ata m mw fetam rnfea 
warn « mat am st^fe mfet a#a alaatn manm caw mca 1 

We should not forget that while the security forces shall have to be successful every single day 
of the year, the terrorists need to be successful only one of the 365 days. = marcaa fw caw wtww ca 
caatw fetam arista Raw mm cfe mfet caw ma araa affe fe,iRmm am%na aaw mm maw vwt feta mm 
atm fern fe 1 

[Some Word meaning :- 
palpably - sfifelR 

inflict great damage - ms a# amt 


terror and benumb - Rfet 'S amt 



assimilate - 


foretold - »WM c li 444fe44] 

26 March 2017 ( Editorial ): 

46 years of our independence= ^Tt4lt44 Sis i 

Gains made, grounds left to cover= 4#4^t ##» W^,4fJ^l44 4Wf*lt < 344 ^4£4t 4lf% 414 C4I5 I 


Today marks the 46th anniversary of our independence. = fc 7 # wwra 8i vs^r 

#4# i 

On this day, we pay our deep respects to the martyrs who laid down their lives and built the 
foundations for this country.= f4E4 ^rfsrat £4144 4ff4 <44 4#4 1#4>T4 4# 4t4l ^t£44 #4144 

I<il44G*l ^1 C4C44 1#%£f®4 1044 I 

We have, after all these years, come a long way, proving our detractors wrong and are perched at 
the threshold of becoming a middle income country. = Wt# 4? t-4414 44 - ^[T4tW4 ^#^54* C44 

1440 44#® 444 Wl44l 444 44(4 aflOT <41*1 41#® ^S4l4 4t44TC® 4T4 rftferfl | 

Yet, we must remember that we still have a long way to go and realise that what we have done so 
far may not be enough to get us there. = ^rt4f<44 C4> ^(4*fJl ^ra4 414TT® ^<4 <4 «(Mm 4l4£4 #41 

#44* 44 4# CWf 4# 441 >i#3 ##1 ^4#4i 441^® #1 <4 4^4 44% #44t 4t 444l| 44l#® 4WJ 

C4#I4t4 W4T C4#l 441$ 44 I 

We have largely managed to cover the basic needs of most of our population. = Wt44t ^4 444<4 
Wt4f£44 ##l?*f W44l4lf4 C#pT45 ^4 4*1411 I 

We should make it a priority to ensure that the basic needs of those who have been left behind 
are met as well, so that the country can maximally benefit from the progress and security enjoyed 
by all its citizens. =#4t144 4t4l4J C44t l4%4 4$t W4l4tftl44 C##* ^4 l4fw 4^44 #4*, 4tt^5 

4*14 44W# 4l4l4C4 5 4 %44 'S l44t4^t (#44 44T %4 <4*1 414# C4l^® 4114 I 

Simultaneously, it will also assist us in guaranteeing long-lasting peace in our country, for which 
so many of the valiant freedom fighters laid down their lives.= 44444,4% #rfi44 (4 s 4W4T 4444 
<41*14 #4%tft *ft1% #%v® 4*4t^®'3 - C4t *lt%4 #44 4*14l# <4C*l4 ft4 7 jf#4TWl4l I 


But to achieve our aspiration to become a middle income country, good governance will have to 
be our core focus. =^®14 4414 #44 (4C*f4 4WM1 “=544 <MG'® ?J*f1# (4* #® ^C4 441414 (4l*f '$4°'^!# #*f I 



And by good governance we do not mean 'good government' only, but something that is 
comprehensive and applied across all levels of our society. = ®rra <mc® wbrat 
551ft; wra %® <3 efR^nl?^ -sM's m i 


This includes fulfilling the basic rights enshrined in our constitution, freedom in all spheres of 
our individual and collective rights and accountability to the governed of those who have been 
entrusted to govem.= f#wf*T® «lfa<p ^t%fl 551,^1*5 ^t*N®t, 

iw iftct l^i# wra oic*t^ stf® '>mw®t's i 

Let us now move forward to establish democracy, both true in spirit and form, and dedicate all 
our effort towards achieving our goal of good governance. =5=35 Wbrat >if®j^ra i§*rt*Rt <s fet 
4?tat fit 1T®1 ’W, wm ^ £R^tt c^5 i 

27 March 2017 ( Editorial ): 


Spurt of extremist activity=W5i' ? ff? i 

Cannot let down our guard=WMC'ra f^RTsl WWft C^ 5 Wbrat 5JR® fe® I 

In the last seven days there have been three major extremist-related incidents, which luckily did 
not cause much casualty, although the aim of the aborted attempt to enter RAB premise in 
Uttara, where a mosque is located, on a Friday, is very clear.= 5® ffl® felt 'StfeiTfl 

tSfi'SMC® 15 C#l ^ ft, 'flu's 'SSRfia ftfR$ 

fOtsf Iwift -=#¥5 I 

And if there is a message in the spiked extremist activities in the recent times, it is that we have 
not seen the end of them, not as yet.= f[ft caFt*ftft® ^tffecsRf 

5R^,®t5^ <?#t WbRTt lilt ^r%R^ ^Tff% CRIB'S Ttl^Tt I 

But there are other indicators too, and cognisance of which should help reposition our counter 
and anti-terror efforts.=ftl 41TCT 'SHTfal fttft% WRflW fWFfett eR^tt w<ntt?l WPRR® 

^l?T5t i£pr cf®^ < 5^5 1 

It should not escape anyone's eyes that the extremists are targeting the security forces for very 
obvious reasons, luckily without much success. = ^R^t C5N (Rt 5 tt IWfSt fplft 5 ftr® Ifcaft CT 

H ^ fRt<R7tt l^f'TsI ^ W % <MC®Cfe> -fife's C%sNMR?I ^5 

C^Rt Ji<p«i®f ®M iftft I 

It is also apparent that the extremists have sought to spread out their bases and training grounds 
to outside Dhaka which compels dissipation of the state resources of counter terror efforts. =4? 



iJt'e ’ilwm ct ^ Rrt< <jrr® w#?rt ®rit=j ^rtf « gtf*m fft 'sc^m Fpm 

^itra^rST^ CFJR?, I 

What is also very apparent is that they are choosing populated areas to set up base hoping to 
merge with the people. ^TR^I <4ff3 CT ’ThtW W'EM c^ 5 sprlPf ^rtit 

>Sf#M (RR5 'sr*i<ise.®1 ^Tt^KK=Tt (R 5 I 

Change of extremist operation mode should be exploited to our advantages 

And not surprisingly, IS has sought credit for all that have occurred recently. =^Ta 
fill'll ^ r& T rt'ssrt ^R'sc^rf Rift i 

But that should not influence the conduct of our efforts; and we should not be wasting time on 
proving or disproving the presence of IS in this country. 1%1 4R® *ppTfe 

£|®#s b=1C<Mt, <OT*t wtt ^ eWR® ®r2pr#s fel ms I 

There are well trained and organised people motivated enough to sacrifice their lives for their 
'cause'. =^> 2 ff*ffrs 'Q ^pr?,-#® vstcra ^w»tj ^tt ;< ttrr ^prt i 

And that is what must occupy our minds so as to be able to preempt any destructive act or reduce 
the effect of such act by heightened level of caution and capacity to respond quickly to any 
terrorist act. We cannot afford to let our guards down.= 4 ’Wt# :3 T w r¥ »ic,i>®*'i®fa ' 5 Mf 
^ ^ 'Q w^R 5 ® ^rRrt cwm wi«t ^ 'wlft; ^ 1%g *rRq <jrr® ^<r rr® 

S^»7H^R5 <JT5f%S ^3RR® ^t liRT ^ I 

former#! cm (<$ ^TPRTt ^®T*f ^C® %® T#Tt I 

28 March 201 7 ( Editorial ): 


Tragedy- i£8«leri<p 't|5«il 

Courageous freedom fighters- ^fePTW 

Killing Ground- I 

Mass Violence- ’t'brf^TT®! 

Grabbed- W '^Tt'GTTt i 

Genocide- ‘ r K^®If 

Completion- iRsff'fatW 

Documentary and Archiving- ^ra 

Abandoned- 

As such- *t1?R*R^ <FR® Fft 

Embody- wft^® 

Take the lead- CT'STrt 

Spirit- CF^Tt/ iS^rblRt 

Sprung up- ^f*Rt ^R[T 

Owe- 

Consistent- ^R^t® 

Sovereign- 

Negligence- ®r<RVTl 

Historical Significance- ®K < ’N 

Concerned- 

Erasing- CT^Tl 


Conducting- >i^I?i<p 





Neglected Liberation War sites^-u^ift Recife'® I 

Disrespecting our martyrs=^5t WlTiPil <s|f% i£rs ^43 W’srPl i 


It is nothing short of a tragedy that even after 46 years of independence, we have failed to 
preserve some of the most historic sites bearing the memories of the Liberation War W 
wm i^gt <pt 8^ ^ 

In Cox's Bazar, killing grounds, mass graves and other places have been grabbed and schools, 

government offices, madrasas and houses have been established on the sites.= 

rnwr 'Q wtR ^rtThtt vs&ft w w ^ 1wf*ra,wFt1t ^ffw ^b’R Wt I 

A war memorial built in 2012 in Kurigram remains neglected by authorities even four years after 
its completion. =^^sftw ^TfC=T lira# ■'^RxpjlcPra f^sfN^lW C*N ^QTH?f 

<^"4^ <p^<p (P# i 

In Pabna, an abandoned telephone exchange building that witnessed the defeat of a Pakistani 
troop has turned into a safe haven for drug users. n[fe?[F ppti w»Ptl 

RRra ^tft(d3Pi<ppfa WH sprlwtft) ftfei -=#<^ ^iprc^ o r foim wr?r^ i 

Does this, in any way, embody the spirit of 1971 ?= ^f& 1% C^tRsTPt PtTPra C5WH ' 5 r: s U 

*IR? 

Is this what we owe to all those who put up resistance to Pakistani occupation forces and laid 
down their lives for the freedom that we, as a sovereign nation, enjoy today?= , HlwtRf <TfTRT (TP 
2|fe|S( 

^ #Tfpra RRpkpi *rfat ^t^st %?i Wlwu <pf ortsf RwN wtfei ^*rt esm wip? wntf 

fiR <fl5t (Pit erfwPl? 

As we already know, many such sites around the country have been grabbed by both public and 
private enterprises — in effect erasing their historical significance. =(Pic^® wPrat t^®br(PlT WfR (PI 
WR WPP ^ (PPtPT 5##T Pfspr ^PI (Pfi^ | 

We must remember that preserving these sites is not just about paying respect to the courageous 
freedom fighters. =wbrftPR 4 <Fsft wilt ^ PTt^ ^PT (Pi % OR stf® (PPitiPtm WRt cw 4t 

<4=TR4S(PTt Wt ’IWR ^' 5 R tt •R I 

This is also important for conducting research on the history of the Liberation War, deepening 
our understanding of mass violence and resistance during wartime, and documenting and 
archiving events related to the genocide at the hands of the Pakistani forces. 



'Q effete nitwrw ^tos, ^lH% ^5?r^® n e twl^ 

T#Pf ”l3f fflUff 1%?l W^'Q 'SIW® ®<F§^< 


As such, the Ministry of Liberation War Affairs must take the lead in preserving these sites and 
removing the establishments that have sprung up there due to the consistent negligence of 
concerned authorities. =’nk*K3 WlMit <sm ^ 

R??Fo w^rt cw ^t*Rt ^t*R WM ?fl5tt*t1?r WffTn§ ^t<r. 
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